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For the Board:  Central VP 

Marilyn Bachmann 
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For the Board:  West VP 

             Ray Hernandez 

 
+������� �	�=���E�����
�H���
�C���/����/�
����������
������������������+�������
	�����(�������
���/����������

��	�����
���	������4--���+����
������
���
��������,&�
��
� , � ����	� ��� �"�� 	�� �
I	� 	���� 
�� 	��� 
��
� CI�� �� ��
��
	��	���"���##��+��	�	
��� �	��&�����	���
���
�������	��C�
���������
�
������	�"�����"������
��2����������
����
�2 �����	��C�"��		��
I	�
����
��	
��
�
��
��"����������
��
���C��������
����
���C���
���
����"�
�������C������������
�
����
�
��
I	���������������;
����"��"�C�	����	���K/���
���"����������	���������
������C���/��
��/����
�A��
����
��	�/������
*	�
�������	�/�������
��	����
������
����
���J�'����
�
(���
���CI/����������*��	����(������O���H������
+�������K�"���
������������
�'��������������
�������
CI
������
��"���	���6��������/���	����	��	##��
2�+��������������
���J��/��	�
�����'��
�������
�����
�442���
����.�����������'����������+����������
K�"�������"���CI/�������
��
�(�	
�'
����)��
��
	����
����	����C	���
���������
�����	
�5�����	����
��	�������
�.  
(�����
����CI�������
���	�
������
����	���	���"�������"�
��	�
����
��
�C���/�����	��
�����
�����	
���������	����
9�I���	������
�
�����
��������"	���
��
��	�����
�����
���
����
����
������	���
��	
��
�
�����445���
����������
�
����

���
��+���	���
�����"��������
���0���
����
����
+�B��"���.�/
���
�
���K
�	����	
�
����	������
�
������
@�
�
�������	���
���C���
�������������2�"������=����	�
������������@���CI/��"�
�������"���
�
�/��	�������
"��
�����
��	����5 �/����
��	�"�����"��C���/���
����
������	���
���
���	
	��	�
�������
�������	���C��������
�
���
�������5����&�
��	���������6�"�������	��������
�
/�������������
����������
���
����"�
������������
��


������������'�������������������������������������
���1�������������������������	����
����������
������������������#������:���;������
������



����
��������� ������������������������	


�
����<�

Is this  
Copernicia 
macroglossa 
the largest  in 
Brevard?  
(Look closely 
for an 
actually 
really visible 
trunk.) 
Baseball cap 
gives 
perspective.  
Specimen 
grows at 
famous palm-
pilgrimage 
spot, “The  

For the Board:  East VP 

Charlene Palm  
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For the Board:  Treasurer 

Mike Merritt 
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For the Board:   Secretary 

Chuck Grieneisen 
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For the Board:   President 

Neil Yorio 
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The Tropics of North Carolina 
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By Tony Nazzaro 
Greetings from Portland, Oregon, known for its 
towering Douglas firs, flowering rhododendrons, and 
a lot of other mundane stuff I would frankly rather 
see dug up and replaced with whatever subtropical 
plants we could get away with.  
While blessed with a fairly mild climate, we are 
limited in what subtropicals and palms will grow in 
the Pacific Northwest. However, being chronically in 
"zone denial", this hasn't stopped me from trying just 
about anything with a remote chance of survival.   
Trachycarpus fortunei is really about the only palm 
that grows here unprotected and neglected. Last 
winter we had a sudden six-day cold snap at 
Christmas. Temperatures plunged with little warning 
from the mid-40s F to a low of 11o F, not rising 
above freezing for six days. I lost Butia capitata, 
Sabal palmetto, Brahea edulis, Chamaerops humilis, 
even a small needle palm! These were all 
unprotected as I wanted to test their endurance. An 
expensive and disappointing test, to say the least. On 
the bright side, my four Washingtonia robusta, 
protected, came through in flying colors, while my 
Trachycarpus fortunei were undamaged. 
My folly with subtropicals and palms began in 1995 
when I relocated stateside to Portland from 
Indonesia. Moving along a learning curve over the 
last 4 years, I submit the following tidbits to those 
growing palms in a Zone 8 region. Here's what I've 
learned: 
 
Be realistic in palm selection. Unless you're 
prepared to lose sleep when winter weather turns 

against you, choose palms that require moderate or 
no winter  
protection for your area. There's nothing wrong with 
a couple of Sabal palmettos you don't have to worry 
about versus a tender coconut palm you know has no 
rightful squatting rights in North Florida. This may 
fly in the face of budding palmophiles, but sooner or 
later one must come to terms. If you can't resist 
planting something too tender for your location (like 
my Washingtonia robustas), try to create a micro-
climate that will increase chances of survival.  
 
Amend soil for adequate drainage. Perhaps not as 
much an issue in Florida, but certainly a major factor 
in the Pacific Northwest. Here our soil is typically 
hard clay, and we get winter rain for 3-4 months. A 
freeze followed by lots of cold rain is the biggest 
threat to palm survival in Portland, especially if the 
species are native to desert regions.  
 
Maintain a regular fertilization regimen once 
Spring weather warms enough to begin new growth. 
I usually start in April and stop by mid-August. By 
the end of September, the last application will have 
been absorbed so the palm can slowly shut down as 
cooler weather approaches. 
 
Keep well-mulched. A good organic mulch in warm 
weather will protect against heat stress and provide 
continuous soil enrichment. In winter, the obvious 
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benefit is cold protection.  
 
Weekly inspect palms for any signs of trouble, 
whether it looks like a bug infestation, nutritional 
deficiency, or (common in Portland) fungal attacks. 
Treat immediately before the problem gets out of 
hand.  
Winter protection. If it looks like cold weather is 
coming, let your palms get hit a few times before 
protecting them. This will harden them off so they 
will be more likely to survive an extended freeze 
once they've shut their engines down. Unless the 
weather suddenly changes without warning, you 
should have enough notice if local weather reports 
are accurate. Once they've endured a mild frost, 
protection of more tender species may be necessary 
if cold weather persists.  
Prepare in advance in an area where regular winter 
freezes occur. Nothing is worse than scrambling 
around your back yard after just seeing the 11PM 
weather report. My motto is "Who cares what the 
neighbors think?" about the bizarre contraption 
installed to cover my palms. A few days of abject 
ridicule by passersby is nothing compared to the 
humiliation of digging up a dead palm in the Spring!  
My Washingtonia robustas absolutely would not 
have survived last winter if I hadn't wrapped the 
trunks with insulation, pounded stakes into the 
ground, stapled tar paper all around, hooked up a 
light bulb, and covered the top with burlap weighted 
down with boards, an old hammer and other objects 
to fend off strong winds.  
The larger a palm gets, the harder it is to protect. 
Once my Washingtonias get much bigger, I may 
have to let them fend for themselves. My mistake for 
not really knowing what I was getting into 4 years 
ago. Nonetheless, I’m happy they survived this far 
and won’t let a few casualties dampen my spirit. 
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Alabama Palms, Etc. 
A day-trip to Alabama by the Editor and his family 
(during the pass-by of Hurricane Floyd in 
September) provided an opportunity for some palm 
gazing.  On Dauphin Island, a beautiful sandspit with 
handsome summer houses (on pilings) and very 
carefully non-commercial, Sabal  palmetto and 
Serenoa repens were visible in undeveloped, wooded 
areas.  Neither species was plentiful.   On the 
mainland, in Bayou LaBatre (the Seafood Capital of 
Alabama, according to signs), in Coden, in Alabama 
Port-- all very small fishing ports—the two kinds of 
palms seemed to be completely absent. According to 
Kyle Brown and others, Sabal  palmetto is a 
pioneering species slowly making its way around the 
Gulf of Mexico; supposedly, it is now as far west as 
Panama City. 
In Mobile, and elsewhere in the area, Sabal  
palmetto was fairly common in house plantings and 
around businesses, though possibly less frequent 
than might have been expected.  Also visible was 
that old favorite, Trachycarpus fortunei, as well as 
the occasional and mostly small Washingtonia 
robusta.  No sightings of Chamaerops humilis which 
would seem a distinct possibility for growing in 
Mobile County.  Perhaps there is little palm-
awareness in the vicinity, or few species may be 
available from nurseries and garden centers. 
That more palm species can be grown there is 
evidenced by the garden of Maxwell Stewart, IPS 
board member and Mobile resident, which is profiled 
in the August issue of The Palm Journal, the 
handsome glossy publication  of the Southern 
California Palm Society.  
r. 
Allagoptera arenaria Germination 
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 Another E-mail on Germination 
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Paul Craft on Germination, an E-mail 
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By Tom Broome 
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Minimal Hurricane Irene 

Brings Considerable Damage  
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Myriad Botanical Gardens,  

Oklahoma City 
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2000 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
NAME___________________________________________ 
STREET__________________________________________ 
CITY_____________________________________________ 
STATE, ZIP_______________________________________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________________ 
TELEPHONE, FAX_________________________________ 
 
WILLING TO BE LISTED IN CHAPTER DIRECTORY?   
   (circle one)     YES      NO 
 
ONE YEAR:  $10 
THREE YEARS: $25 
 
MAKE OUT CHECK TO:  CFPACS 
 
SEND TO:  MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
                   7026 BURNWAY DRIVE 
                   ORLANDO, FL 32819 

CANDIDATES FOR CFPACS OFFICE IN 2000 
 
President: Neil Yorio    
(write-in)  ____________            
 
Secretary: Chuck Grieneisen  
(write-in) ________________ 
 
Treasurer: Mike Merritt  
(write-in)________________ 
 
West Vice-President: Ray Hernandez 
(write-in) _______________________ 
 
Central Vice-President: Marilyn Bachmann 
(write-in) ____________________________ 
 
East Vice-President: Charlene Palm 
(write-in) _____________________ 

CLIP BALLOT, 
send  within 30 
days to: 
DAVID E. WITT 
2036 BurnwayDr. 
Orlando, FL 
32819 
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Central Florida Palm  & Cycad Society 

3225 13th Street 

Vero Beach, FL 32960-3825 
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