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Minutes of the first quarter meeting of the Central 
Florida Palm and Cycad Society 
 
Date:  March 14, 1999 
Location:  Residence of Ed Carlson, Vero Beach, FL 
Board Members Present:  Neil Yorio, John Kennedy, 
Tom Broome, and John Bishock 
Guests:  Edgar Hall and Janice Broda 
Minutes Prepared By:  Neil Yorio 
 
1.  Reading of minutes from fourth quarter 1998 
meeting as prepared by Mike Dahme.  Minutes were 
approved unanimously by board without corrections. 
 
2.  Committee meeting of January 5 summary was 
presented by Neil outlining the following:  
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Voting procedure amendment made for allowance of 
the 1999 board election to occur during the first 
quarter 1999.  All future elections will occur during 
the fourth quarter of each year.  Candidate bios are 
submitted and published during the fourth quarter of 
each year.   
By-laws amendments were also discussed and in-
cluded the suggestion to include the nominations 
committee chair to be an appointed board member.  
Discussion of the board concluded that the position 
should remain a non-board position because it had 
only a single, defined function.  Therefore, no action 
was made on this suggestion.  Finally, the suggestion 
to remove term limits on two board positions was 
discussed.  The positions that were considered were 
that of secretary and treasurer.  It was felt that there 
is a certain level of institutionalization with these 
posts that would likely be disrupted by ending a par-
ticular person’s post by term limits.  A motion was 
made to remove term limits for these two posts, and 
it was unanimously passed.  All other elected board 
members would retain the one year term with a two 
year limit. 
 
3.  Officers reports were given by the sitting board 
members and are as follows: 
 

              John K. (editor) gave an update on the latest 
troubles with creating the latest bulletin issue.  One 
of the major concerns was the method of payment 
for the printing services.  With the printing shop cho-
sen by the editor, it was suggested that we pursue an 
account with them so that individuals don’t have to 
burden the cost and be repaid by the treasury.   John 
K. and the treasurer will look into this matter. 
              The central VP was not in attendance, but 
an abbreviated update was given by Neil.  We are on 
for a meeting on June (12 or 13) at the gardens of 
Dave Witt, Dave Besst, and Gordon Smith. 
              The west coast meeting update was given 
by John B. and was essentially that we were on for a 
meeting in conjunction with the French chapter of 
the IPS.  This meeting will occur on the weekend of 
November 13 and several gardens were discussed for 
the venue. 
              The PACSOF Palmfest involvement was 
discussed and all board members approved our fur-
ther �����	�	� and potential hosting at a to be de-
termined fut�re date.  This meeting will occur on the 
weekend of September 4 and 5. 
 
4.  Old Business was discussed as follows: 
 
The chapter’s Principes collection was missing a 
handful of issues, mostly from the early ‘80s. It was 
suggested and approved by the board to maintain a 
full set of Principes for the chapter, available by re-
quest to any member, and that the missing issues 
would be procured to fulfill the set.  Neil has volun-
teered to investigate the availability of the missing 
issues. 
A membership flyer (rough draft) was distributed to 
board members to use as a tangible method for in-
creasing membership.  Several useful improvements 
were suggested by the board and will be incorporated 
into a final 3-fold flyer with some useful horticul-
tural information as well as the membership applica-
tion. 
A rough draft of the updated by-laws was distributed 
for input with the goal of approval by the second  
quarterly meeting 
 
                                                        
5.  New Business was discussed as follows: 
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WHAT WAS DISCUSSED AT MARCH BOARD MEETING IN VERO  
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CFPACS AT THE SPRING U.S.F. 
PLANT FESTIVAL IN TAMPA 
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WHO CAN  TOP THIS? 
7-HEADED SABAL PALMETTO 

PACSOF 1999 
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06 JAN 99 FREEZE EVENT REPORT FROM TAMPA,  NORTHWEST HILLSBOROUGH 
COUNTY, FL USA    USDA ZONE 9B 
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Palm/Cultivar (USDA ZONE) 

 
Size 

 
How Protected 

 
Location 

 
Damage 

 
Adonidia (formerly Veitchia) merril-
lii (10B) 

 
8' 

 
mummy-wrapped except for leaves 

 
west side of house 

 
90% leaf burn except where covered by 
blankets, damaged spear leaf opening 2 
weeks later.   

 
Bismarckia nobilis/silver (10A) 

 
8' 

 
not protected 

 
west of house 

 
10% leaf tip burn, especially of horizontal 
leaves 

 
Howea forsteriana (9B) 

 
2' 

 
base wrapped 

 
northwest front yard 

 
older horizontal leaves discolored and died 
2 weeks later.  Newer leaves and spear leaf 
growing fine 

 
Dypsis (formerly Neodypsis) decaryi 
(10B) 

 
9' 

 
mummy wrapped except for leaves�

 
west parking 

 
Occasional leaf tip burn noted 2 weeks 
later-cosmetic damage only 

 
Dypsis (formerly Neodypsis) lepto-
cheilos (10B) 

 
8' 

 
mummy wrapped except for leaves 

 
north parking 

 
80% leaf burn except where covered 

 
Archontophoe-nix alexandrae (10B) 

 
8' 

 
mummy wrapped except for leaves 

 
west parking 

 
25% leaf burn, new spear leaf opened 
within 2 weeks without damage 

 
Roystonea regia (10A) 

 
16' 

 
mummy wrapped except for leaves 

 
west parking 

 
25% leaf burn, especially lower, older 
leaves 

 
Ravenea rivularis (10A) 

 
9' 

 
not protected 

 
west parking 

 
50% leaf burn, especially tips 

 
Hyophorbe vershaffeltti (10B) 

 
6' 

 
mummy wrapped except for leaves 

 
west parking 

 
50% leaf burn, especially horizontal leaves 

 
Hyophorbe vershaffeltti (10B) 

 
6' 

 
mummy wrapped except for leaves 

 
in pot on open deck 

 
80% leaf burn including spear leaf, new 
damaged spear leaf opened within 2 weeks 

 
16' 

 
mummy wrapped except for leaves 

 
south side, next to house 

 
50% leaf burn, especially on horizontal 
leave and above roof line. Growing well. 

 
Cocos nucifera/green (10B) 

 
8' 

 
mummy wrapped except for leaves 

 
back yard 

 
90% leaf burn, especially on horizontal 
leaves.  All leaves except spear leaf dead.  
Continuing to grow well 

 
Cocos nucifera/yellow (10B) 

 
8' 

 
mummy wrapped except for leaves 

 
south side, next to house 

 
10% leaf burn, where leaves were above 
the roof line.  Growing well 

 
Phoenix roebelenii (10A) 

 
4' 

 
not protected 

 
south side between two coconuts 

 
no damage 

 
Bismarckia nobilis/silver (10A) 

 
8' 

 
not protected 

 
back yard about 10' from tempera-
ture sensor 

 
75% leaf burn.  Note that this palm is 
identical in appearance to my other Bis-
marckia which had relatively little dam-
age.  This one has always been much more 
cold-sensitive. 

 
Beccariophoenix madagascar- 
iensis (10B?) 

 
2' 

 
completely covered 

 
north side of house under eaves 

 
50% leaf burn 

 
2' 

 
completely covered 

 
north side of house under eaves 

 
no damage 

 
Chameaodorea elegans (10B) - two 
plants 

 
5' 

 
not protected 

 
north side of house under eaves 

 
no damage 

 
Wodyetia bifurcata (10A) 

 
14' 

 
mummy wrapped except for leaves 

 
west parking 

 
10% leaf burn on horizontal surfaces 

 
Caryota mitis (10B) - two clusters 

 
10' 

 
not protected 

 
west side of house next to wall 

 
10% leaf burn, especially on the tallest 
growth above roof line J cosmetic only 

 
Latania loddigesii (10B) 

 
4'  

 
completely covered 

 
back yard 

 
no damage 

 
Dypsis lutescens (10B) 

 
3' 

 
bases wrapped 

 
south side of house under coconuts 

 
Slight browning of a few leaf tips 2 weeks 
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Orlando Directions: 
Private Palms & Cycads 

By Eric Schmidt 
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Member Profile 

Francisco Bermudez 

By Mike Dahme 
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Central Florida Palm & Cycad Society Officers 
President                                                           East coast vice-president 
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The issue of installing a new treasurer was discussed 
and Mike Dahme (Nominations chair) had ap-
proached Mike Merritt of his interest in the post.  A 
motion was made by the board to place Mike Merritt 
to replace Dave Besst as treasurer.  The motion was 
unanimously passed.  Dave will begin transfer of 
duties to Mike at a date convenient for both of them. 
Suggestions were made to get ourselves on the inter-
net website of PACSOF, at the request of Mr. Jody 
Haynes, webmaster of the PACSOF site.  Neil and 
John K. volunteered to offer input to Jody to get this 
up and running. 
Discussion about CFPACS involvement at the Leu 
Gardens spring sale were carried out by the board.  
Questions about the usefulness of the sale were 
brought up.  It was suggested that even though it is 
not as monetarily fruitful as other sales or the seed-
bank revenue, it was a great method to promote the 
society and increase membership.  It was motioned 
and passed to continue involvement in this sale. 
Finally, Janice Broda of the Florida native plant soci-
ety addressed the group on ways to improve mem-
bership for our chapter.  This was an extremely in-
formative information exchange and she had many 
useful suggestions for the group, many of which will 
go directly into the generation of the membership 
flyer. 
 
 
 
Minutes Approved: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Neil Yorio, President Central Florida Palm and Cy-
cad Society 
 
_______________________________________ 
Date 
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Palms in the Southeast (not in Florida): 

Excerpts from The Palm Reader 

Compiled by the Members of The Southeast-
ern Palm & Exotic Plant Society 
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Some Myths About Palms 
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CYCAD WATERING: THE THIRD 
VARIABLE 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE PALM READER 
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What do palms want? 
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CYCAD WATERING 
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LOOKING AT PALMS IN NORTHERN INDIA: 
NOT FOR THE FAINT OF HEART 
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From:         Jody Haynes[SMTP:jlh@ICON.
HMSD.UFL.EDU] 

Sent:           Sunday, February 21, 1999 6:37 
AM 

To:              Neil Yorio 
Subject:      palm & cycad logos 
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RENÉ IN INDIA 
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BOB TRIES HARD WITH PALMS 
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 Out-of-Staters Invited to Join Florida Tour 
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RENÉ IN INDIA 

A Letter from Montgomery Botanical Center 
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RENÉ IN INDIA 

JOIN THE CENTRAL 
 FLORIDA PALM & 
CYCAD SOCIETY! 
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