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Our first meeting of
1998 is coming up:
sec page 15 for de-

tails.

I received several re-
sponses to last issue's
theme for which
readers were re-
quested to submit a
photo of a species
they thought was
growing farther
north than they
would expect it to.
You will find these
photos scattered
throughout this is-
sue. Please note that
they are in amongst
text that does not
have anything to do
with them, so don't
get confused! The
theme for the next is-
sue is "bragging
rights". What do you
have in your garden
that you're especially
proud of? Send in a
photo and let the
world gloat! Perhaps
you will see one of
the "Most northerly "
entries and think,
well they may have
one of those but I've
eot a !" Send it
in! The deadline for
this next issue will be
April 1st, which is
only about a month
from now. So get it
together and con-
tuibute!

CF'PACS Nllee'CIings in D*y:
tona andl New Smynna lBeach
by Neil Yorio

/h\uestion: What are the odds of having two

Wpun CFPACS meetings in a row in wtricn
the iemperatures during the ciay were dou.nright
.....CHILLW Answer: 100% if you attended the

meeting at Doug Keene's in Deland on November

Hona Amigos!
by Bob and Marita Bobick

1'1,//e're back and it's grcat to be home! Spent
W tne first day baci doing twenty loadi of
laundry and sorting through 92 e-mail messages!

Now we have time to sit down and recount the
experiences of our super Mexican Advent-rre.

There were six of us who braved the wilds of
Chiapas Mexico. (For those of you who aren't
up on your Mexican geography...Chiapas is the
southern most state of Mexico bordering on
Guatemala) Our fellow adventurers were Paul
Craft, Dave Besst, Hersh Womble, and Lou
Thomas, all of which are as qazy about palms &
cycads as we are (Figure l).

Our trip started out on a rough note....We
arrived in Villahermosa late in the evening. We
realized that this airport was on the small side
when the plane had to make a U-furn on the
mnway to get to the terminal. We had made

ar:rangements with Avis to have our cars avail-

9th and our
ost recent

ing at the
dens of

s Smith in
and

Rodasta
New

Beach
on December

ho were
rave enough

withstand
rthe cold on

December 6th were treated to
two great gardens.

CFPACS members ab
rived at Doris Smith's resi-
dence in the morning and a

tour began in the backyard of
her lovely riverfront estate.

Upon entering the backyard,
one is immediately in the
company of a healthy number
of large Sabal palmetto and
oaks, lending to the serene

shade immediately behind the
house (Figure 1). As the group headed further
into the garden, two large Attaleq sp. were ob-
served towering overhead, barely any trunk but

(Continued on page 9)

able for us and had been assured that Avis indeed
had a location there. Well no cars and no Avis!!

Figure 1: Edgar Hall and Doris
Smith admire the garden

amongst the trunks of numerous
Sabal palmetto palms at the
Smitl's residence.

Figure 1: Our Motely Crew: CFPACS members (L-R): Dave Besst, Leu Thomas,
Marita Bobick, Bob Bobick, Hersch Womble and Paul Craft in Mexico.

(Continued on page 1 3)
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ffiq;h-1 I would like to extend thanks to all page 20 as well. Please note that the Revenue chairperson position
"',*"s"**s$rq'tr"*;** who contributed to this issue: Special has not been filled. We need a creative, out-going person to think

thanks goes to Bernie peterson and Mike Dahme for continuing to of new ways to generate income for the society. If you would like

keep us-informed and up-to-date with their columns. I would also to serve in this capacity, contact Tom Broome. Tom is also getting

hkJ to thank Matt Encinosa and Jerold Crawford for submitting a nominating committee together. Contact him if you would like to
,,Most Northerly', candidates for this issue's theme. Jerold, a help find nominees to fill the officers positions for next year's

first-time submitter, has also promised to send in a "Member elections.

lT',[:',T:::ie"J:*:1fiilJlT;llii:'i'"ffiii::'}'i""'lT ,,;;y;,Yd:]1['1#1]"'ffil*"1"X"n::fiffi"T,T:?,''i:
the bulletin, look for some great drawings sent in by^o:.^ of.our trytoremedythis, Iwillbemakingashortchecklistofthiskindof
newest members, Geoff Stein, an IPS member 

_from 
Califomia. ,I ,.important Stuff' and writing it in it's own column here on page 2

would also like to thank Mike Dahme and Neil Y91b *h: folded, (see below): That way, if yoi know you skim by things anir-might
stapled and mailed this issue, a daunting task with such a l*9. ou"rlook something important, be sure you read this section to find
issue and with such a wide distribution. Their efforts .*. q"1]ly what you may have missed.
appreciated. Rumor has it that they will be taking over these duties

Speaking of which, don't miss the announcement of our nextpermanently""' 
meeting! This is a combined meeting with the Palm Beach chapter

There are several new business items to take notice of in this of the ips on March 14 in palrn Beach. It looks like it will be a
issue: new offrcers have been appointed and.their "1T:t,are greatday(seepage 15 fordetails)!
included in the "Officer's Notes" section and they are listed on "

BUTTCTIN BORRD
This is a new feature which allows CFPACS members to make general an-

nouncements or place classified advertisembnts free of chatge. Simply mail your

brief announcement or ad to the editot
inclusion in the next issue of the

Palm Review

Medemio qrgun polms in

2 gal. pots to tradefor
other unusuol polms or
cycqds. Please coll Neil
Yorio at (407)779-4347 .

Wanted: Encephalartos
inopinus and trunkless

$pecies of Attalea.
Seeds or seedllngs.

Please call Jerry
Hooper at (4O7) 676-

3458.

Plant sate Aprit 4th and sth at the residence of Jerry
and llary Anne Hooper, 2360 Vermont St.r Metournet
FL Patms, cycads, gingersrbnd aroids. Many unsual
and hard to find ptants. A great opportunitlr to see
this garden it you missed the CFPACS tour here last
year. Calt Jerry at (4o7r 676.t45a for further detaits
and directions.

fmportont Stuff:

. Our next CFPACS meeting is on Morch

L4'h. SeepagelS for detoils.

. Submission deodline for nexl Pa/m

Revieu issue is April 1" This next is-

sue's theme is "Brogging Rights". Send

in o photo of o polm in your gorden thot
you ore porticulorly proud of .

. A Nominoting committee rs being

formed now to find chopter officer
condidotes for elections this foll. Con-

toct Tom Broome if you would like to
serve on this committee. He needs your

nome by April 1*. the members of this
committee will be onnounced in the
next issue of the Pa/m Pevreu

. Wont to be on this yeor's Boord? The

Revenue Committee still does not hove

o choirperson. Contoct Tom Broome if
you would like to serve in this copocity.

Wanf fo add anythr'ng to fh/s /is/2
P/ease /ef me knoil
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The Board of Directors consists of l0 members. 6 of
these members are elected to their positions, 3 are ap-

pointed by the elected offtcers and the remaining seat is

filled by the immediate past president.

President - Tom Broome
I would like to welcome everyone for a new year as

the Central Florida Palm And Cycad Society.

Last year we should have had an election but we only
had one person for each position. We have Tom Broome
as president, Neil Yorio as eastern vice president, Dave

Witt as central V.P. again, and Jobn Bishock as western

V.P.. Our secretary will be Edgar Hall, and our new
treasurer will be Dave Beast. I would like to thank our
new officers for volunteering, and hope we will have a

productive year together.

We are going to have two sales this spring at both Leu
Gardens as well as U.S.F.. There are more details on page

8 of the Palm Review.

We should have some interesting meetings this year.

Group meetings with other chapters, a visit to a botanical
garden, and ofcourse our annual auction to name a few.
we will try to have the details as soon as possible on these

meetings.

Our second year as The Central Florida Palm and

Cycad Society, should be a very good year. Ifanyone has

any suggestions, feel free to call or write. We all try to do

our best, but we are not perfect. If any of our new
members would like to get involved with writing articles,
working at a sale, or helping out with anything else,

please get in touch with me.

East Coast Vice President- Neil Yorio
For those of you with whom I have not had the

pleasure of meeting, I would like to provide a brief

(Continuedonpage I7)'
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Palms in the Othen Nllenhounne
by Mark Wuschke

It(f,tike Dahme encouraged me to write this, after a chance com-
lMl-.nt in an email -irsage about a record cold spell last year.

The two Melbournes in Australia and Florida are worlds apart but
are probably similar in our cultivated palm flora. I will elaborate a

little on what we can grow and how we were affected by the frost.

On the morning in question I was aghast on looking out the
window to see a real winter wonderland, the normally green scrub-
land behind the house being coated with frost. I was expecting a

disaster in the garden
dumbfounded, I had to
shove off to work and

wait for the weekend to
check on losses.

Our Melbourne is
well outside the tropics
(38' South), but the
coastal location and rel-
ative absence of weather
extremes allow us to
grow quite a number of
palms. Summers can be

hot and dry with temp's
to 40oC. Winters can be

unpleasant enough, with
cool damp windy
weather and drizzle that
seems to last for weeks,
but actual temperatures
are rarely below 5oC on
a cold night. but reach-
ing near to freezing once
or twice a year.
Droughts, floods, vio-
lent storms, cyclones,
etc. that plague the
palm-growing belt in
tropical Queensland are'z
absent here, and the
place is very green overall.

With a little planning and care, it is possible to grow a good mix
of sub-tropical and temperate species. Our Botanical Garden grows
about 40 palm species (see Principes 97(l)) but this is only a fraction
of what could be grown; the gardeners in the old established park are
not much interested in "new" species.

On the 12th of August 1997 saw the coldest night in 30 years. I

measured -3"C at our lot some 30km from the coast, much heavier
frosts further inland. Daytime temperatures rose to about l4oC in
sunny conditions, with another cold night down to OoC the following
night, before overcast brought warner temps.

Our property lies at the bottom of Wheeler's Hill, a rocky ridge
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continuedfrom Page 
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about 500 M high. A small creek flows through the valley' and

i"g "t* rises 
-from it on the colder nights; this in itself is a

Ja*tg of a bad night ahead' The factors that brought on the

especially cold temperatures were a high pressure system' with

clear conditions with very still nights, and lower humidity than

usual. Cold air tends to sint to the valley bottom and stay put in

the windless conditions.

Before retiring I usually check the temperature and on this

nighti*u, upputLa J see'it 4oC already at I I PM' Preparation

for the inevitable freeze was pretty much a token effort' mainly

due to my own ignorance olwhat to do' and the late hour' I

.i."t"A tire pitot'iight on the gas heater inthe main glasshouse'

and switched on the llectric h-eater on in the "cool" one' This

overflow glasshouse, has mainly Cham' and Dypsis seedlings'

lt*i nrin"o, sotit, ind Liviitonq awaiting planting. oul and

other not-so-interesting odds and ends' It is only heated if sub 5"C

it ..p.",.a. As a fural act I brought a fewof the nearest pots from

;;;'atio into the kitchen under tire frowning eye of my wife'.and

p*fi"a all the others-alainst the- brick walls of the house' which

might have given them an extra degree or two'

Within a few days frost damage became very obvious' with

f"ut.t t"-i.g i.o*rruna gray on many palrnst Worst hit were my

tig" ,ar"lroitophoenix cJnirngha*iina's (king palm' Figure l)

where frond damage was 751o lQO percent' taller specimens

iuring *oir.. Though not grown as bt"n ut it used to be around

io*irurr.nt trend i, tt. 
"'iiuUtt/boring 

Queen) this is still 
^one 

of

ilil feather palms for the city' older houses and parks featurg

ir"luff tnmkedspecimens, they seem to go particularly well with

Victorian architecture.

Even so, I find location is extremely important. An exposed 
Totally unharmed were the usuals, Trachycarpuses, Washing-

poririon- means Uaalookingplants;-coldwinterwindsbJ:.Tt:: ronia roiusta,'7 or 8 species of Phoenix, Sabal minor & S'

inJ shreddi"g the leaves ui-do"t full summer tT' 
, yl Y **t""na, Aceoloraphiii, Chamaerops and Jubaea' Also Butia

rp."i*nt arJ growing close to the house' *tT1:1if:1t: ii"r*,^i'""tstandingly vigorous and hardv palm' Ilndamaged in

ti".q tutUoos,-tretliseO fences, and under the na;'tial-,s1"9:^:l^i 'u-rt 
"tt"."a 

fernery ' some young Rhapis clumps' (iuh'hia argt-

t,g 
"fa 

eucalyptus. Given water, shade, protection thissplit|?, i",'r, C.. sartoiii, C.mtciospidix, C.co-staricana. C.radicalis'

*f;t ro* u t.int within about 5 years when planted from an 8" ;';; monostachya, and , wittr great relief, Calamus carvotoides,

pot. its first winter au plein aire. And finally, in the ground and

Thecenterpieceofmysmallfront]awnisalargetrurrk-ggnlsinersaroundtheplace,Livistonachinensis,L.decipiens'
formed Rqvenea rivularis irucked down from Queensland and in 1.mq7iae, L.australis, L."eungella".

*{}*Y,ln:fs:,YffiT';ilH'ffi?'i'T;"}lili"*: ,,""1;,.1?i#H;:l["J*:l;'J,:ii'Ti,lii'iT;""''.]tffi;:
[-u|u,; to kee-p ahead of winter damage' (a:tt":t-ii9 ttfi]: ;;; *"; fatal except for a single plant' All bougainvilleas includ-

"r,,""v"r 
tell me ii will never work, but what do,l:yq:^Y^?-ll? f; an entire walliovingly g-*tr ou.t several years were defoli-

,".-, think winter here is is only slightly better than *:luno )-tj 
"ila, 

,rtorgtt the toughest vaiiety did recover ("magnifica trailii")'

has the best position in the garden, surroundea uv 
-lltl_.jll ei;*. Aiyssinian bununu was badly defoliated but recovered (as

shrubs, and gets generous water & fertilizer ii, t:*:1 :lfl atways.)

tJ;,lJJ:J'"?Ui: f;ilf*, ;hffil":i:'J:*[T fffiTii .. 
rt now being January and over rour months past, it is prain that

believe had I started with a smaller plant it *;l;..nuintv ha:ve all palms will i'rvive' This has entirely changed my attitude to

oerished in winters past. (continued on page 12)

Other than this Majesty and several tall Kings' Queens -&
Cottons, most other plantings are quite young having been in the

ground under 5 years. du*ugt- to palms was inegular and

iometimes surpris-ing' Some alleged cold traray species suffered

Ladly such as Howea forsteriana (75oh fuond damage)' P roe-

bellini(50% on young specimens)' Others damaged were a large

An'opoi^tytx tiuuiTgTW' see Figure 2)' Laccospadix australa-

,iri 1SO"to1, Hedyscepe (4}oh), and a Caryotc "Thai Giant Moun-

tain" (50%). A common feature on most every palm was the loss

oiitt. nt*iy opened or partially opened leaves' Unopened spear

leaves however were unharmed'

Figure 2: Shriveled leaflets on Rhopalpstylis baueri

Lessaffected(onlyabitofbrowningorspotting)were
n.rupiAu, B.uh"a autcis' Cham'tepijilote, C'oblongata' Butia capi-

tata, Chambeyronia macrocarpa, Lepidorachis mooreana'
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Dear Mr. Peterson

in my garden. It is characterized ;:1
by a single (or sometimes double) r':' ,.-

zig:2ut"U bent leaflet tip on many . -,, i':

(but not all) of the leaflets on a ' r. 
'

leaf (see photo at right). Interest--.'i , '

ingly, one would suspect a nutri-
tional deficiency with this symp-
tom, however I have been able to
correlate the occurrence of the
bent leaflet tips soon after fertil-
izer applications. The genuses

that I ahve seen effected are Sya-
grus, Butia, and Acrocomia. Do
you have any idea what might be -

causing this (and hence a sugges-
tion for correction)?

: 
"'1

- Neil Yorio, Indian Hurbour Beach

Thanks for the question Neil. I think many of us have seen

and wondered about this odd effect on our Cocosoid palms. I
frst became aware of this problem after reading an article in
an edition of "Proceedings of the Florida State Horticultural
Society" ca. 1972. I didn't retain a copy of the article but I
think the author's name was Charles S. Bush. He called the
problem "Palm Frond Bent Tip" he described it on Butia. The
author suspected a nutritional problem and applied a product
containing a complete range of micronutrients. Subsequently
produced foliage was normal and the author felt justified in
concluding that micronutrient application cured the problem
although he couldn't say which one. As for my own experi-

ence; last year I fertilized all of the palms in my yard with a palm

fertilizer which contained micronutrients in the form of sucrates.

(micro-pulverized oxides). Subsequent growth on Butia, Al-
lagoptera, Syagrus ruschiana and a few others had some foliage
with frond bent tip. It's interesting that as in your case only
Cocosoid palms were affected and only those leaves produced

immediately following fertilization had the symptomatic bent

tips. Perhaps an imbalance of nutrients rather than a lack is

responsible. I think it would take a lot of time and trouble to
isolate the cause of bent tip and since its usually not greatl,v

disf,rguring its probably not worth the trouble. My experience
reinforced my preference for fertilizers that contain micronutri-
ents in the form ofsulfates rather than oxides or sucrates.

Dear Bernie, .

Recently, a California IPS member has proposed plant-
ing root-bound palms in their containers, which he says

expedites growth. Could you comment on the advisability of
this procedure for Florida conditions? <this article hos been

reprinted, in part, on page 6>

- Mike Dahme, Grant

Thanks for the question Mike, it refers, of course. to the

article by Don Tollefson titled "Pot Planting-A Revolutionary
New Advancement in Palm Growing". A copy of this article
was provided to me by the editor of the Palm Reviev'. Wrth your
permission, and that of the editor, I'll use this occasion to preach.
(some will say pontificate), a little. I found the arlicle difficult.
even painful, to read. Not that "pot planting" is a bad thing to
try; I don't know if it is or not, nor do I have any explanation as

to why it works if indeed it does. When all the superlatives and

other modifiers are boiled away from this article there are no

data only anecdotes and persuasion. Surely some burden of
proof should be on the proponent of "A Revolutionary New
Advancement" no matter what field that advancement rs in.
Maybe theory or hypothesis are more suitable terms than
"Revolutionary Advancement".

Perhaps someone out there will do a controlled expenment
on "pot planting". It would be interesting to test Mr. Tollefson's
theory, keeping in mind that a controlled experiment must
consist of more than two plants. A small experiment should
consist of at least ten or twenty palms planted as described
below and ten or twenty planted in their pots, as described in
Tollefson's article. All of the plants must of course be of an

identical size and species, and a species which, in our clrmate
has a reputation for being difficult or slow to establish. One of
the Cuban Copernicias perhaps? In addition, soil conditions and
aftercare must be identical and records should be kept. Ideally,
one would plant in rows and alternate planting methods within
the row.

(Contintted on paee l0)

I have noticed an unusual teat iliNt'i,:t
malformation a number of palms,':11\'u:1

5
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;P;Plilil;"'A RevonudonarY New Ad-

vancenlnent in Panrn Growing
by Don Tollefson

Due to space limitations, only a portion of this article appears here'

This article can be seen in its entirety on the Internet at http://

www. r aingar dens' c om/p s st/p almp ot' htm'

Yioined the Palm Society in 1988. During nizedthatpotplantedpalms

[il;;;rt tin..,I have participated in not only grew much-faster

numerous experiments inuoiuing new de- than traditionally planted

u.iopt.n,, in palrn gardening'-Although palms' but that they-also

there have been some much lallyhooed' suffered no ill side effects

so-called, breakthroughs, in retiospect, by remaining pot planted' In

non. h* had much iilpu.t' At long last' fact' the palms seemed even

ho*"u"r, I'm pleased to report what could to benefit from being pot

become a legitimate' n.* uduun"tment in planted' long after they had

puit gu.a.ni-ing. The technique is simple' become established' During

Wh.n"Vou pta'nt ttre palm in the ground, the next few years' we alter-

t.uu. it in ihe container. No slitting the nated between pot planting

sides or cutting open the bottom, simply and planting palms conven-

pl"*,tt. entire-palrn in the ground 'pot and tionullY,,Yl-*i:"::i::

ffi$Nffiffi*fiffil
species. nally' if they survived''nt'.^;"r 

;.";; were doing extremely weil. Most signifi-specles.

My interest in pot nrantiyq ,:fl ff:'i"11l:filffill'n:ffiXf,'T#[ i"ff#]"iJ,.ll'",T:l-5:i#X;',-it
shortly after I bec1m9 1*:tb": "l-tT ;;;;;fpfiV un umirtukuble, telltale, ini- been pot planted' John quicklv explained

Souttrern California Palm Society F"lii:t ii"i, ;;.; spurt of growth, followed by that his garden was frequented bv gophers

of that time, my curiosity.has been accom- ,*aV g."*fr iiom th.n on. It was clear and he prevented gopher.damage by pot

panied by the curiosity of..ty-".o- ifrutou""*ereontosomethingexceptforone plantingthepalmsratherthantheconven-
ionrpiruto., Pauleen Sullivan (:lt lilt oUr,u.t.. planting palms in'the ground in tional method of placing chicken wire

Queen). In 1990, our group visited f" ;; container was such an una-cceptable aroundthem' Pauleenand I glancedatone

Iieeline-Wilcox Kentia 
. 
Palm -9'o*'.lq """*;";.ost 

enthusiasts, that whenever another, realizing that pot planting was the

Nurr.ry near Ventura, California' We.noted i". ,,'.ntion.d our results, *. *.t" practi- likely explanation for John's success with

that the grower had pot planted sma.ll ken- iuff'.iJi"of"d into silence his new, young palms. At that time. we also

tias (Howea forsterianas) in small clay --

pots. Since the grower had years of experi- Understandablv, Puul::,:-u:1,t^?::::: i"T1H.:ilf ;":::Ltn';;,f;"1 YfiT;

H?":,il"l":**:nl iT;tllx ;"#::ffi1'*TJ':'1,'xT'::Til:T::'JlI 
po"t pr*t'o wourd far outperform the ram-

determination, that Kentias grew best and vestigation.-In th..rpring;iffi, #d; sayithatwehadplantedconventionally'

fastest pot planted in clay pots. urt"i ,n. if I would plant two, equal sized Right away, the pot planted Licuala

rhe rorowinr r".,;;1 yd r ", _*x;z'j;",,t;;::li:li:';1T#i:il ;*i:"$'*.::Tjli;:ffif,:"il:'il8:
served some Howeas Jhat had b*l p:: 

and plant the other conventionaliy. Later, dictably, the traditionally planted Licuala

planted in one gallon, plastic poT, lt.:nt,of ffi ';. day, we visited the garden of just sat and sulked' After fwo years' the pot

ire, gardens. "Jirst look at how fast they've io* tutt,,'un. John is the Past-President planted Licuala was nearly two times the

*ofr," she mused' "There must.be some- " 
U current Chairman of the Ventura/Santa iize of its contemporary which stubbornly

ihing io this pot planting." 
- 
I qu^ite.agreed ;;;b"r" Counties Area of the Southern Cal- remained nearly the same size that it was at

and suggested that we c9n01;t .ry,tt-t :i- ifornia palm Society. His new, young palms (Continued on page 7)

periments. It was at this time that we recog-

eetufe 'oto
v.1Y :'v{1, lf.;l; :: "

^ i:
1i .F :'

F

John Stryjewski with ahtge Phoenix rcclinata in Auckland' New /'ealiutd
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spikes and three new fronds in just one

year! Each of its magnificent, simple-leafed
fronds, has been noticeably larger than the

previous. This was alurge, 15 gallon palm
to begin with, a size too large for introduc-
tion from the tropics into a temperate cli-
mate zone. Yet it suffered no postgreen-

Palm Review

nuPot Plantingo'.."
(Continuedfrompage 6)

the time of planting. Additionally, the pot
planted Licualq appeared much more ro-
bust and possessed far better color. By this
time, Pauleen was so convinced of the su-

periority of pot planting, that she believed
that she could now grow species that had

never before been successfully grown in
Southern California.

She believed she was invincible and in
her quest to prove it, she ordered two, large,

and very expensive, specimen palms from
Hawaii. A seven gallon lriartea gigantea

and a 15 gallon Johannesteijsmannia al-
tifrons (the "joey"). She also decided to
plant an extremely unusual, and rare, 5

gallon, red crown shafted Prestoa I had
collected from the jungle floor in
Venezuela during the 1994 IPS Biennial.
All three of these palms were rare gems

with the red crown shafted Prestoa betng
the most unbelievable prize imaginable.

To my arnazement, all three grew right
through the winter. The Joey, a palm that is
otherwise known for painstakingly slow
growth, has incredibly produced, two new

house shrink, and continues to
grow and set, all of the Joey,

"land speed records"! Whenever
I tell anyone about the Joey

episode, I always emphasize that
if they get one, pot plant it. In
fact, that's what I say about all
palms now. The red crown
shafted palm quickly adjusted to
the riggers of the California cli-
mate and grows rapidly and

beautifully to this day. In fact,
it is such a rapid grower that I
can't help, but wonder, if it
might not one day become a

commercial palm.

On my own accord, I have
pot planted over thirty new
palms in my Malibu Palm
Gallery this year. I am carefully
documenting their progress
photographically, and I have

already made some definite,
preliminary observations. First,
the longstanding rule for the
ideal size at which to plant a

,,,.,,L, palm outdoors, in the ground,

remains the same, a five gallon size. Bene-

ficial to success, using all sizes, is to plant

a rootbound palm. Preferably, a

" substantially" rootbound palm.

There are two basic reasons for the

success of pot planting palms. First, the
palm doesn't experience the trauma caused

by traditional planting. Most growers fail
to even recogrrize that traditional planting
is traumatic to a palm. But the occurrence

of trauma is clearly evidenced by the
palms' response shortly after it is planted.

Typically, traditionally planted palms set

back, sulk and in many instances, even

shrink in size. This sulking generally con-

tinues for one to three years following
planting. Traditional planting produces far
greater shock to a palm than any other
normal event, including exposure to its first
cold winter. Does it make sense to prepare

a palm for the rigorous test of its frst cold
winter by first sending it into a devastating

shock?

In most climates, traditional planting
limits the growable palms to Phoenix,
l(ashingtonia, Butia and similar genera.

These genera don't seem to experience
much trauma from traditional planting or
are capable of quickly recovering so that

they are able to withstand the rapidly ensu-

ing winter. But, remember, the objective of
palm gardening is not to be limited by the
palms that are capable of enduring or re-
covering quickly from traditional planting.
The objective is to be limited by the cold
hardiness of the individual palms.

Second, palms like to be rootbound. A
rootbound palm is a happy palm. It will
grow rapidly while a non-rootbouno palm

will grow slowly or languish until its roots
finally fill up the container. Pot planting
provides the opportunity for a palm to
"bind" in the pot, a condition, universally

(Continued on page 8)

Roystonea regia pictured with Jerold Crawford and

"Sable". This palm was planted in 1993 and has

seen the same temperatures as the Red Latan pic-
tured above and was also protected similarly with
the same result but came back vigorously.
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"Pot P[anting"...

(Continuedfrom page 7)

recognized as essential for vigorous palm growth. As the
palm binds, it next sends an exploratory root out one ofthe

drain holes which further enhances growth. As the palm
continues to grow and expand, it finally bursts out of the
container, experiencing absolutely no setback during this
transition. Observe, for example, a palm that has outgrown
its container while sitting on the ground. It grows beautifully,
without ever having incurred the least, noticeable setback.

Pot planting is a perfect system in which to introduce a
palm into the ground. Contrarily, introducing a palm into the
ground conventionally is probably the poorest system. It just
makes sense that if you can pot plant a palm and it suffers no

setback whatsoever, and it binds and continues to grow beautifully.
that it will do infinitely better than an identical palm that is removed
from the container and planted directly into the ground and goes into
shock and sets back for one to three years or even shrinks in size as the
onslaught of winter approaches The test is, "can the palm endure the
riggers of its first winter?". The test is not, "can a palm endure the
rigors of its first winter right after suffering extreme trauma and
setback from conventional planting while attempting to do so in a
non-rootbound condition?" If you analyze this advancement with logic
and common sense rather than with tradition, you will realize that pot
planting can add an increased dimension to your current level of palm
gardening. Try pot planting and you will find palm gardening to be
easier and far more enjoyable than ever before and you will reach new
levels that you never before dreamed possible. I
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huge 20'+ leaves (Figure 2). Several other mature palms were enjoyed by the

group, including Hyphaene sp., Brahea brandeegii, and Livistona decipiens.

Most interesting was a nice specimen of Coccothrinu argentala closer to the

water. I was especially intrigued by a story that Doris told of a large,
magnificent Copernicia mauoglossa (Cuban petticoat palm) that was in the

garden. At one time, Dent Smith gave it to Jerry Keuper for the campus of
FIT, but unfortunately, the palm succumbed to transplant decline soon after

delivery. It is amazing to think of the species that Dent had succeeded with in
Daltona.

In the front yard of Mrs. Smith's garden were nice specimens of Ceratoza-
mia robusta, C. hildae, Dioon merolue, and Encephalartos ferox. There were

even a few cycads there
that Tom Broome was

lstumped as to specific
identity. Other inter-
esting plants here were
Areca triandra, several
clumps of Caryota mi-
tri, and even a Ptychos-
perma species. Who
says you can't grow
tropical plants this far
north? Several mem-
bers walked past a

$ palm, quickly dis-
missed as an Allo-
gopterq sp., only to be

called back by Jerry
Hooper to further dis-
cuss it's identity. Dis-
cussions resulted in ei-
ther a shaded-out, veg-
etative (i.e. no indica-
tions of flowering) l/-
lagoptera or a clump-

" rng ,],psr.r sp. I F,rs

garden was a kuly remarkable visit, for the interesting species that are not
"supposed" to grow here, and for the historic importance of seeing the garden
planted by the founder of the IPS.

A quick drive south to Frank Rodasta's garden was the second order ofthe
day. For those who were not around in the early days of the CFPS, Frank was

the original editor of the bulletin. Frank's residence is also waterfiont, with a

beautiful view of the lagoon behind his house. Along with several mature
palms, Frank has kept himself busy with continued planting of many recently
acquired specimens. Surprisingly, some of the new palms planted by Frank
were Carpentaria acuminata. This species has grown successfully for Frank, as

evidenced by a nice plant that survived the '89 freeze (Figure 3). This garden is

also represented by the largest and oldest Jubaeopsis caffra in Volusia County
(all 10" of itl).

A pleasant and casual atmosphere was enjoyed by all while at Frank's, and

he generously provided beer, wine, soda, and snacks t"r tn;"1,i;::),,Xt:Yi:*,

Palm Review

Figure 3: Carpentaria acuminata at Frank Ro-
dasta's residence. Although totally defoliated, this
palm survived the '89 freeze as well as surviving
when other typically more cold-tolerant palms failed.
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Dear Editor

I would like to acknowledge the courage of Bernie Peterson

for coming forward with his confession of being the person

behind the pseudonym "Paul Meadows". In my recollections of
articles within the Palm Review, I too have noticed a few pun

names and have wondered why contributors are doing this seem-

ingly grave disservice to the readership of the CFPACS' -In
addition to those listed by Mr. Peterson, be on the lookout for
names like "Eric Curry" (Arikury), and "Kerry O. Tanno"

(Caryota no). I can only speculate that these people are submit-
ting numerous articles to the Palm Revian, and want to use other

"pen" names to make it appear as if there is a larger contingent of
CFPACS members actively contributing to the bulletin. So I say

to you, dear fellow subscribers of the Palm Review, do your part

to end the debauchery of our bulletin (and perhaps more impor-
tantly, this raunchy display of palm taxonomy) by submitting
your article, "ask the expert" question, or letter to the editor.

Sincerely,

Beau Wrasses, Indian Harbour Beach

Seed Distribwtion [Ipdate
by Mike Dahme

not in habitat)
Colpothrinax
cookii, which was
collected in Belize
and donated by Lou
Thomas and netted

the chapter $120.

Once again
Australian Mark
Wuschke must be

cited (and pictured)
for his seed dona-
tions, this time of
Normanbya, Ar-
chont op ho enix
tuckeri and Livis-
tona muelleri, ac-
quisitions made in
part during his recent hiking tour.

Others to be thanked include Ed Carlson (Arenga engleri),

John Kennedy for Roystonea seedlings, and the duo of Dent Smith

and Jerry Keuper for their roles in landscaping tfe campus of FIT:
$130 worth of Arenga caudata and Sabal mauritiiformis have been

recently sent out.

Finally, thanks to another overseas donator, Shri Dhar, for his

palm growers with useful information.
'based on scientific research for many years.

W As[r the iExPert".

@u eed (or seedlings) of twelve palm species were distributed for
Eaonuii*s to tlie chapter treasury since the last bulletin ap-

peared, the firstbeing over 500 of the quite rare (in collections, if

(C ontinue d.fr om p age 5 )
We are fortunate to have in Florida the world's finest re-

searchers and writers in the field of ornamental palm horticul-
ture. Dr. Timothy Broschat and others at the University of

Florida's IFAS Fort Lauderdale Research

and Education Center have been providing

Their work on transplanting practices, palm
diseases, and improved fertilizer formula-
tions have had direct bearing on my job.
and my palm collection. Other IFAS re-

i searchers in Gainesville have f,ound that the

proper way to plant trees, (not just palms),

is to remove the pot or other non-
degradable container, place the plant at the
proper depth and backfill only with the
native soil that came from the hole. Do not
amend or improve the soil used to backfill
around the roots. Water is the most impor-
tant soil amendment. Its true that palms and

fi other plants benefit from the addition of
manure, compost and other organic materi-

als; add these on the surface over the root zone as a mulch, this
is the way soil is enriched in nature.

Certainly all of us want to be on the fast track or the beeline
or whatever to palm growing and there's nothing wrong with
trying untested techniques on a small scale, but don't overlook
proven techniques and advances that you may not yet be aware

of. An excellent book on palm horticulture is Betrock's Suida to
Landscape Palms by IFAS researcher Alan Meerow. There is

also free literature, produced by IFAS, available from your local

Mark Wuschke has again donated seed to our cause. See also Mark's article

"Palms in the Other Melbourne" on page 3.

gift of Spindle Palm seed.

agricultural extension servrce.
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fDreginning in mid- working with - this is an even more acrimonious and con-
lDJNovember an extensive tentious area than lumping and splitting! 0nce you have a tree

discussion ensued regarding a (a branching diagram) that represents this hypothesis, it's up to
lengthy tract by Californian you how to proceed. For example, I've been working on

Don Tollefson that was Calamoideae for the last three years using molecular and

posted to the Internet (and morphological approaches. I have one tree for the genus

subsequently appeared tn the Calamus and its related geneta lDaemonorops, Calospalha,

November issue of the Palm Pogonoliam, Ceralolobus, flelirpalhal and it is clear lhat
Journal). Calamas is a very un-natural genus, with the other genera allffi,u,|I nte l I '- ,^l *n,.TTlt1l'"#.il,J:* il:I[.'L li;,.,il].r-{;H['i:.,lI!:I,'J:I f:Jli:lil,'i

s\--- .(.;.nI +i;y:;1Ft:yti:[l; lLli",1,']l]11,,;'l'll',1.'iln;l,T'r"lH-r.'"'"JT.:,T:Tlllfl\ p 0 t I I I I r' 
ffi'i##fii1ffi il1;,il',il;:-i,}$f,5i,q::+$}fiil,r.t:-iild
iiliTdXf,r'r. 

tff:T"r5 
ionce'the name chanses have been adopted).

son's premise that so doing lllolecular techniques tend to be more useful in the under-

resulted in healthier, faster-growing specimens was generally ur- standing of generic delimitation than species delimitation. After

cepted by other Californian contributors, based upon their own molecular work generic bountlaries get changed and there are a

experienie or that ofothers. load of rilownstream species name changes, transferring from onc

Many peopre commented on why this mieht 
!e.s.o, 

incruding ff#:J"trJ:killiln':,il1,1';l#'ffili"o'luiltt"tnn 
ot

some who wondered how a root-bound palm (which was the

condition recommended) could benefit to11 tttit. Generally In general, species delimitation is studied much more from a

spedking, Florida contributors (and Bob Riffle of Houston) .oo- morphological perspective. $omeone commented that a species

sidered the recommendation questionable for application to hu- can be defined as a reproductive unit, which is true, but the

mid, sub-tropical climes (but would doubtless agree that the idea major obiections to this species concept (the Biological $pecies

should be tested for merit;. The rfiost interest-ing aspect to 16. Goncept) came from botanists who said it iust wouldn't work

discussion was the theorizing as to why it wouii "work", i.e., because planls are iust too promiscuous and hybridize too

promote healthier, faster growth, with several persons opining ,hui regularly' To be absolutely honest most species delimitation

tenefits of pot-planting -igtrt include, as Doug Eckel put il tne lork uses a morphological approach and intuitive rilefinition of

avoidance of a) root damage, b) a sudden ctranle in soit type, O ll: species themselves' Inevitably, different workers perceive

change in nutrient levels/types, and d) a changJ in soil tempe.u- things tlifferently ' ' ' and so the story goes on'

ture. It is the last-noted aspect, the soil and its temperatures in a $omeone commented that classilications are man-made.
cooler climate such as California's that several Floridians, includ- firat is a very valid point - they are never set in stone anil can
ing Jay Ostaffe of Palm Beach, felt might explain why the proce- be as dynamic as any other lield of science. However, these

dure might have more application to Califomia than to Florida. days, we are trying to.progress towards a more natural approach

on Novemb er 2l and 24 lengthy responses to complaintt *:tI expticit methods ihat aim to give classilications that reflect

about name changes at the specific or generic r.u.ir *"rc -"J. Uv underlying evolutionary relationships, so with any luck things

Bill Baker, a botanist studying Calamus una ."tut.J g.n.ru i will slabilize and become easier for everybody!"

university in England. This unusual dialogue featured well- And in response to questions from Phil Bergman and others
reasoned rebuttal by Mr. Baker whom, in lieu of summarizing, is concerning particular instances of botanical name changes:
quoted as follows: 

'rln a sense, the decision whether or not to accept or reject
rrYes it's true that some people lump and others split. fitere changes rests with the users. Worthwhile changes are accepted

is as much dispute among these issues among the small ultimately because they are more meaningful and easier to use,

community of palm botanists as there is among the growers.

However, it is not true to say that splitters get,their information
from modern molecular methods. Molecular techniques have
exploded onto the scene and are having a massive impacl on
plant taxonomy in general. The current thing is DI|A sequencing
which is becoming cheaper and easier every day. Illolecular
people typically use multiple datasels (either several molecular
datasets, or molecular anrl morphological) to construst a hypoth-
esis of evolulionary relationship among the plants they are

One very imporlant factor that horticulturists the Workl over
often forget is that the plants that we have in cultivation often
represent progeny from a single or a very small number of
introrluctions from the wild. Gonsequently, in cullivation you see

only a snapshot of the variation that exists in nature and
morphological disjunctions are much more conspicuous. When
the full range of wild variation is studied, so-called discrete
entities merge into continua and boundaries break down. $ure,

(Continued on page I 2)
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(Continuedfrom page 9)

there was some competition with a particular member known to

"hog" the beer and food (Figure 4). Following the tour, a board

meeting was held in the warmth of Frank's living room. The

meetings at Doris Smith's or Frank Rodasta's gardens were both

"must see" for members of CFPACS, and those who did not attend

certainly missed out on something special. and drink kindly pro-

vided by Frank.

fn ternet Spo ilig]lt t...

(Continued from page I I )
you can recognizc subspecilic ranks (subspecies, varielies,

forms), but there are nomenclatural repercussions. To recog-

nize a white-crown shaft form of Cltambeyronia macroca4Pa'

for example, as say vat. alfia, means you have automatically
created an extra variety to account for all the others which
*has* to be called vat. mauocatpa (accorrling to the rules).

$ome taxonomists might object to that as vat. macrocalpa
might be considered as sori of dustbin entity that contains the

stuff that's left over when you take var. alla away. One

solution is to recognize such things as cultivars.

Taxonomy is all about communication. lt is a fundamen'
tal disciptine in biology (although many biologists don't

realize it, believe me!) for thal reason. It is worrying that you

Bob, sick of oll the
nomencloture con-

troversy, tokes mot-
ters into his own honds.

feel laxonomy sometimes limits the communication of users -

if you are really finding this to be a problem then we are

failing somewhere. But then, taxonomists are not in the

business of perpetuating the communication of names they

consider to be meaningless. It's a tricky problem to recon-

cile.tt

At November's end a questioner asked Gary Wood why
levels of cold-hardiness indicated in Palms for Southern Califor-
nia might not apply to other locations (the American Sti specifi-
cally). Bob Riffle concurred with Gary's assumption that Cali-
fornia's lower humidity was the reason, adding that California
freezes don't last as long as those of the SE and that ours are

often accompanied by freezing rain. Dave Witt's view was that
the moisture accompanying the freezes is as equally culpable for
the damage or death to palms (due to bud rot or fungal attack) as

ttttttttttt ts

The Other N/[elbourne"""

(Continuedfrom page 4)

outdoor planting! In Melbourne, exotic palms have to be brought

down from Queensland at considerable expense and inconvenience,

or growr from seed, so in many cases I have but a single specimen

of most species. Fear of losses and being unable to replace these

plants, I tend to keep them in containers under glass. This is great

but eventually space considerations take over. I have since begun

planting out many more palms and hope to be able to advise on the

successes next year.

Best wishes to everyone in the Central Florida society, I enjoy
receiving yourjournal and it's been a pleasure exchanging seed and

correspondence over the last year. I

Figure 4: Doug Keene tries to throw his weight around with

other CFPACS members while he attempts to monopolize the

beer cooler. Not surprisingly, several members were success-

fully able to get around him and helfl themselves to the food and

drink kindly provided by Frank.

l2

the temperature.
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lllhile in lllenico. the creur lound thir
Geonomo. but urhot rpecier ir it? 0ny one

hove onu ideo?

Palm Review

It was about 2 klicks from the air- Margaritas were excellent! The

port...Half the crew went hiking to get the view of the mountains surrounding

iars and two of us stayed with the lug- us was an impressive sight. A truly
gage...the airport literally locked up and restful haven to return to at night!

turned off the lights, while we waited and Our frst day was spent touring the

slapped at mosquitoes. Needless to say, we famous ruins of Palenque (figure

didnt get our cars that night and had to 2). A Mayan ruin nestled in a

catch a cab...but the next morning, Avis rainforest. The architecture was

made good and we were on our way to mind-boggling. To see these tem-

Palenque. For those unfamiliar with driving ples in person' you realize just what

in Mexico, the first rule is...THERE ARE architecfural and engineering

NO RULES...this includes speed-limits, knowledge these people possessed

stop-lights, passing on curves, etc. Hersh over two thousand years ago. The

Womble took to Mexican driving like a air was thin, and the steps both

duck to water and thus earned his steep and high, but we all somehow

name..."A.J." (as in A.J. Foyt the race car made it to the top of the largest of
driver) for the remainder of the trip. the pyramids. We had heard that

Upon our arrival in town, things deh- the jungle surrounding the ruins

nitely improved. our nil';r;;"";.i * ::t 
rich in different palm species'

the outskirts o r town, *' 
"u " 

* t d ;'* "; ;"rX ;:Tffl."rilH :!Li:tr:::
garden complete *ith,^tq}11o:19,1:::jt dor"orp""i"s including, C. ernesti-
and other unusual birds. The gardens ln- ""
cluded about 25 ,0"",J, ;;';;;;, 

^; "', ausustii' c' obtongata' C' elegans

which were roaded *ith ;;;till;'.;; and c' pinnatifrons' we also found
Cryosophila stauracan-
t ha, and Astrocaryum mex-

- 
i"onu*, which we learned

quickly not to grab as you
are sliding down the 

-
. mountain side! (Very thorny) We

also came across many ruins of
temples that as yet had not been

unearthed and were covered over
by the jungle. A few klicks from
the main ruins was a waterfall with
a few smaller ruins...at this point
we had a slight mishap when Paul

Craft slipped and fell on some

steps injuring his wrist. From
them on, he was known as "The
Wounded Bird". Then the six
muddy explorers returned to the

hotel for Margaritas, dinner and

bed. What a great day!

The next day after an early
breakfast, we headed for Aqua-
Antl, a series of large waterfalls
which puts Niagara to shame. On

ow way through the mountainous
road we frequently stopped to ex-
plore and found Geonoma sp., C.

pinnatifrons, C. elegans, C.

ir catoractarum, and Sabal mauriti-
+

iformis. On one stop, Paul, "The Wounded

Bird" spotted a Zamia on a steep slope. He

explained to Bob (fluttering his wounded

wing) that with his injury he could not make

it up to the plant. Bcib volunteered and

after sliding down the slope fwice. was able

to get pictures and bring a leaf-frond speci-

men back to the group which proved to be

Zamia lacondonis. Then after viewing the

falls, we headed back to Margaritaville!

The next day, we headed for the moun-

tains and San Cristobal de las Casas, a

colonial city at 7,500 feet. This city was

also the center of the Zapatista up-rising of
1994 andwe were amazed at the amount of
federale troops we saw traveling on the

roads in large convoys. This was also our

first and only encounter with
"banditos"...which consisted of 2 kids and a

rope blocking the highway demanding pe-

sos to get by. After a good laugh. we de-

cided to oblige. In San Cristobal, we met

(Continuedonpage ll)
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up with our guide, Miguel, and made plans for the rest of our trip.

Palm Review ,

daylight left, Miguel wanted to show us a population of Zamia

splendens located near the village of San Femando. He told us it
was close by and an easy climb. After driving what seemed like

hours on a muddy road in the rain, we arrived at dusk. The plants

. were located half-way up the mountain on a straight up

slope that seemed to be coated with Teflon mud...it was

one step up and slide back two. But we finally met our

i1 objective and made it to the plants (Figure 4). After a

few pictures, we slid back down the treacherous slope to
the cars and made our way through dense fog to our
hotel and a much needed Margaritall Another great

day!

The next morning, we met with Miguel and a few of
his friends and headed west out of Tuxtla to see Dioon
merolae in habitat. After a few hours of driving we

began to see that we were in the arid foot-hills of the

Sierra Madre range. At a certain point, we stopped the

cars and began the trek over red sandstone hills.
Through brush and around steep crevices we climbed
higher. At the summit, we looked down to what only
could be described as a box canyon, the sandstone cliffs
holding hundreds of precariously perched Dioon mero-
lqe. At this point Miguel sweeping his arms wide,
welcomed us to his "Jurassic Park". It truly was!! Many
of the Dioons, were at least 12 feet tall and had to be

hundreds ofyears old.

This was truly an extraordinary sight not viewed by many, and

is about to be protected by the Mexican government. Let's hope

that they succeed! We needed to head back early to Tuxtla,
Miguel's fianc6e was having a benefit dinner for her ecological
project in the southern regions of the Sierra Madre. We were all

Aftei donning our jackets (it was COLD at that elevation), we

explored the city with its curious mix of tourists and ex-hippie

types. We had a good night's sl.eep, and headed down the

mountains to Tuxtla Gutierrez, a city of more than a half a million
people and the capital of Chiapas.

Tuxtla was to be our final home base, and our hotel, Camino

Real was touted as the Chiapen Dream. { super luxury hotel

"Disney style" at Howard Johnson prices!! We arrived late in the

aftemoon and had a few Margaritas poolside. We met with Miguel
again and he offered to show us his greenhouse at the University
where he is a Master's Degree candidate and part-time professor.

His specialty is palms and cycads and in his greenhouse he has

many new species of cycads as yet undescribed and we were

honored to be shown these plants. We went to bed early with the

anticipation of seeing some exciting things in the morning.

The next day we headed for the Sumidero Canyon, "The

Grand Canyon of Mexico", but instead of a dry and arid land-

scape, this was a cloud forest situation filled with numerous

tropical plants. We had come here to locate Chqmaedorea

stolonifera in habitat. Our guide Miguel explained that it would

only be a fifteen minute hike from the top of the canyon to find

this elusive plant. This is where we learned about'Mexican Time',

two hours later, after traversing numerous rocky slopes, corn

fields, and coffee plantings, we finally found our quarry'. What a

sight! Thousands of C. stolonifera n a thin band halfuay up the

mountain (Figure 3). We also found Ceratozamia mexicana and

more C. ernesti-augustii. Lou Thomas, our friend from Belize,

thought he had died and gone to Heaven!! (His sole purpose of
this trip was to see this plant). It was truly a magnificent sight, and

worth the four hour muddy hike! Since there was still some

(Continued on page I 6)
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March

l4'h: Saturday: Our first meeting of 1998!

A), A Joint CFPACS/PBP&CS meeting-

l)fr see details at right.

26h + 29'h: Leu Gardens Plant Sale from 9:00-

l*$ 5:00 both daYs. See adPage 7.

ry April

l"': Palm Review deadline for 2'd quarter issue

4th+ 5th: USF Plant sale' See adpage 7.

.between June 13'n and July 3l'": 2nd quarter

CFPACS meeting being arranged by West Coast

VP John Bishock. Palm Reviqu deadline for this

quarter is July 1"

.between September 12'h and October 31": 3'd

quarter CFPACS meeting being arranged by

Dave Witt. Palm Review deadline for this quar-

ter is October 1". I

.between December 12th and January 31't,

1999: 46 quarter CFPACS meeting being ar-

ranged by Neil Yorio. Palm Review deadline for

thisquarter is January 1",1999.

Palm Review
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I OurAtrexr

lAr**ting "".
r We ate de-
I tigr,tea to an-
I nounce that Paul
I Cruft of the Palm
I Beach Palm &
! Cu"ad Societv has

I uirung.a a ;oint
I meeting for our two chapters in the Palm ;
I Beach area. On Saturday, March 14: we will I
I be ioining the PBP&CS on their Spring Field II Trip. The trip will start at Norm and Ann r

I ruroiao'r. ltil wilson Road, west Pah I
! g.u"tt. A free lunch will be provided. After ]
I lurr.h, we will spend the afternoon at Dale I

I ""IT;,IT:T Moody,s 5-acre botanicar I
I *";;;1""d *", fro- the comer of Jog *d I
I Southern, go south on Jog to Pioneer. Then .
I west on Pioneer to Cleary Rd. Then north on I
r Clearv to Wilson Rd. Then west on Wilson to 1

I nSi, which is the second property on the I
| left. Plan on attending; this should be a lot of I| funt For more information, call Dale Holton I

I ut s,ar}as-67s2. I
1 Directions to Norm and Ann Moody's com- I
I ing south on the Tumpike: Take exit number I
| 99 (Okeechobee Blvd), head east on Okee- |I chobee Blvd. to Jog road (next traffic lighQ. '
I go south past Southern Blvd to Pioneer Road. I

i tru:ti.T".lft#""1J;H'l' ;?iil i
r Wilson Road. I will see if we cannot get a I
I co.rple signs up at the various intersections to I
I people will know where to turn. For those II coming on I-95, exit at Southern Blvd, go west r

I to lof Road, turn left and then follow as I

I 
aDo\-e. 

I
L-r-rrrr--J
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Annigos ....."
(Continuedfrom page I 4)

invited to attend, but Hersh and Dave were the only ones

hearfy enough to go... the rest of us youngsters were

exhausted and went to bed earlY.

Miguel had to study for an exam the next day, but

three ofhis friends offered to take us to an area to see an

undescribed species of Ceratozamia. They told us to wear

hats, because the second leg ofthejourney would be in the

bed of a truck. We were game and after an hour of driving

we arrived at a point where our car was to be parked and

we all jumped into the truck. After traversing miles on a

bumpy and mountainous dirt road and fording numerous

steams, we arrived at a small isolated village' We were

told that the hike to the sight would only take a half hour

each way.

Thirty minutes later, Bob and Lou realized they were

talking "Mexican Time" and decided to head back. The

rest of us began to climb, through shoulder high grass

(Tick tenitory!), down steep slopes, and walking through

streams. When asked how much further, Jesus would only

answer, "mas, mas!". Finally after an hour and fifteen minutes of
hiking, we arrived in a small shady valley of oaks and pines, and

perched on the slopes colonies of Ceratozamia. They appeared to

be a wide leafed form of C. norstogil to be described in the future

by Miguel as C. miranda. Paul's opinion on the age of the

specimens was at least a hundred years old. When asked if we

wanted to see more, we thought of the return trip and opted to

leave. When we arrived at the village, we found Dave, Bob, and

Lou sitting patiently in the truck-bed watching the farmers spread-

ing and sun-drying their corn crop on an old basketball court. We

said good-bye and headed back on our long trip to Tuxtla.

The next day was a free day, and "Wounded Bird" thought it
might be time to get an x-ray of his wrist. After countless times of
getting lost, we arrived at a hospital and went to the emergency

room. After a few initial questions, they told us to have a seat and

wait. Looking around at the number of people waiting and the

conditions in the hospital, Paul opted to wait to see a doctol when

he got home, so much for socialized medicine. We then went to

see an old friend of Dave's, Alfredo, who has a nursery in town.

After touring his nursery and enjoying his hospitality. we headed

back to enjoy our free day of rest. Alfredo invited us to dinner at a

local restaurant that evening, and we enjoyed getting to know him

better.

We planned to go to Lagunas de Montebello the next day' We

were to meet with Miguel outside San Cristobal, but when we

arrived he was unable to join us. We said our good-byes (we were

leaving the next day) and thanked him. Then we opted to go to the

village of Las Rosas to see the Chamaedorea plumosa that Hodel

had described. Sure enough it was there and being used as street

plantingsf We spotted a C. plumosa full of ripe seed clusters in a

small yard and asked if we could buy the seed from the owner.

After a bit of haggling, we agreed on the price, and bagged up the

seed. We had a feeling that lots of crazy palm people had been

(Continued on Page l7)
Figure 5. Dioon merolae in habitat in the sandstone cliffs of
the Sierra Madres.

Figure 6: A. new species of Ceratozamla Miguel plans on describing' The

best one was blue with pin petioles. He plans to call it "Ceratozamia
zoquensis".
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Annigos .""."" Atro/es Fronn ilte Officers...
(Continuedfrompage 16) (Continuedfrompage j)

here before taking pictures and buying seed... the cost was high introductionaboutmyself. Inthesummerof l992,mywifeKaren

and everyone in town was watching ur. on. man even flagged us and I purchased a house in Indian Harbour Beach. walking

down to iho* u, his C. plumo.ro *d offer to show us habitat in the around a yard with grass and weeds led me to think that I could

mountains... We were really getting bad vibes by that time, and provide some kind of improvement. So, off to that nursery in

opted to leave. Further down ttre road we spotted a Brahea Rockledge I had driven by so many times in the past, but never

siecies in a field. We asked the farmer if we iould go into his stopped. Iwasamazedtoseedifferenttypesof palms(previousto

fi^eld, take pictures, and pick the seeds. We think the species was this date, I thought there were only 4 types of palms in the world!).

B. dulcis, and unfortunaiely the seed was not ripe. We gave the I don't know why I was drawn to this section of the nursery, but in

man a few pesos and paui gave the children some of his M&M retrospect perhaps it was my six years at FIT that had the sublimi-

horde. We returned to Tuxtli hours later and prepared to leave the nal impact. while at the nursery, I met a person who was quite

next day. friendly and knowledgeable about palms (and quite tall, I might

rhe nnar reg or our trip was from ruxtrallli 
T:l111ll ;:*""J.1ffiTllJ",r:t"ti,':;t;;T*f:'"d:'ilil'Lil;:::

lfriffi:*jgT*.: Tl*fiff ,T:fi i*#"ffi1t#:"J"jfi "i"*,r'i' 
beautitur soup orprants (beginning to sound ramliar?)

day drive with hours of twisting winding roads, and occasional Shortly after joining the IPS, I attended my first CFPS meeting

stops to see the bromeliads, huge tree-firns, and other various which included among other gardens the tour of Joe Michael's

troiical plants. It was a sight to behold! After coming down off palm collection. Even as a novice, I wondered why there was such

the mountains, we hit the flat-lands of the state of Tabasco where a stir amongst palm society members around abig Washingtonia

we passed miles and miles of banana plantations. We saw Attalea pakn in his garden. After asking the "obvious" question, I came to

,p.ii", andAcrocomiamexicanaalongtheway. Thenwewerein hearthe word "Boressus" forthe hrsttime. I now have 3 small

the bustling city of villaherTnosa wheri we checked into our hotel, (but growing quickly) plants from this very palm in my garden.

returned ou. .-, (somewhat dirty), and had a few last Margaritas As I attended more meetings, I met more members and soon found

together. We caught our plane the next day. that this wonderful group of plant lovers suited me just fine.

Thus ends our saga of Mexico 1997! We enjoyed it thor-

oughly. We could not have had better travelling companions, or

better weather. It was a once in a llfetime experience which we

will never forget.

P.S. We received an e-mail from "The Wounded Bird"
yesterday...He went to the doctor when he got back. He had

traveled for over eleven days with a broken arm and a broken

wrist.

ttttttttttttt

Now, as a member of the board, the issues that I feel are mosl

important are maintaining the high qualrty of our bulletin (kudos

to our editor and all the authors), holding well-attended meetings.

encouraging more participation (donations) in the seed distribu'

tion effort, maintaining current members and growing with ner"

members, and supporting public and research gardens. In addi'

tion, I would like to extend a number of requests to the members

of the CFPACS. First, I would welcome you to attend the boarc

meetings. They are open to everyone in the society, and helc

during a regular meeting. Second, submit material to our bulletin

the Palm Review. It can be anything from an article, feature

photo, question for Bernie, whatever. The point is, this is yout

bulletin, and you can help to make it the best it is. Third, if yot

would like to have a meeting at your garden, please let yout

regional vice president know about your intentions. Our job al

board members is to plan these meetings, and we would like o heal

from you. These garden tours may be part of a regular meeting ol

as an informal meeting. Lastly, I would ask that you attend thest

meetings, get to know your fellow CFPACS members, and ge

more involved your palm and cycad society.

TIIB C}'I'ACS YI}AITIJ SOIIBDI]I,B

By: Neil Yorio

One of the hot items at the recent board of director's meetings wal

the concept of a yearly schedule for the CFPACS. In the past

members were rarely notified of upcoming meetings more than i

(Continued on Page I8

*rffi
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Atrofes Fronn ilte Officets"""

(C ontinued from page I 7)

week or two in advance. A yearly schedule should allow members

to know in advance when and where the meetings for the year will
be. Discussions from the board resulted in the following benefits

of this plan: (l) The regular meetings will be linked with the

distribuiion of the palm Review (on a quarter year basis) so that

members should receive their bulletin at least two weeks prior to

the meeting. (2) The schedule functions as a great planning tool

for board members in the assignment of meeting locations to

regional vice presidents' (3) Members know in advance the date

oi the upcoming meetings allowing them to make necessary

arrangements in order to attend.

The yearly schedule provides for some flexibility with the date of
,.g,ri- CFpaCS meetings. For example, the first quarter of 1998

initudes the months of January, February, and March' The

deadline for submissions to the bulletin is the frst day of the first

month of the quarter (Jan. l). The editor of the Palm Review will
attempt to get the bulletin out by the end of the second month of
the quarterlFeb. 28). The meeting window will begin the week-

enO of the second week of the third month (Mar' la) and last

approximately six weeks. A reason why exact dates for future

meetings carlnot be established too early is that the flexibility of
the schedule may help to avoid confllcts with meetings and events

ofother palm and cycad societies.

Take a look at the calendar of events ("Community Clipboard") on

page I 5 of this issue of the P alm Reviq,v. You will notice that the

i"iatin"r for submission to the bulletin as well as the dates of
events already planned and the regional meeting assignments'

Your vice presidents are hard at work trying to get the exact

locations and dates pinned down for their respective meetings, so

keep an eye on the schedule for new meeting developments'

Finally, it should be re-iterated that this yearly schedule allows for

only four regular chapter meetings. Chapter meetings are defined

u, ihor. in which a board meeting will be held (either before or

after the garden tours). This is not to say that there are only going

to be foui meetings per year. The CFPACS welcomes informal

meetings in addition to the regular meetings' Generally, our

informal meetings have been at one garden, and people can spend

more time there. Examples of informal meetings are the recently

held gathering at Doug Keene's "Florassic Park" in Deland last

year, ind at Hersh Womble's garden a few years ago' If you are

interested in having an informal meeting, please contact your

regional vice president for help in planning'

Treasurer - Dave Besst

67"4e5 E44oal'4e4o'

INCOME STATEMENT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 12131197

INCOME:

SEED SALES

PLANT SALES (CLOSED)

PLANT SALES (PUBLIC)

TEE SHIRTS

DONATIONS

MEMBERSHIP DUES

MISCELLANEOUS

INTEREST INCOME

GROSS INCOME

GENERAL EXPENSES

MEETINGS

INCORPORATION FILING FEES

POSTAGE

DONATIONS

PLANT PROD.

NEWSLETTER

TOTAL EXPENSES

NET INCOME

BALANCE SHEET (AS OF t2l3tt97)

ASSETS:

CURRENT ASSETS

3392.42

369.30

1642.47

544.60

132.00

262.4J

30.00

288.99

6 661.78

CHECKING ACC'T

cD (NL ENDOWMENT FUND)

FIXED ASSETS

OFFICE EQUIPMENT (COMP,

1570.88

TENT

TOTAL ASSETS

10 r 9.81

70.00

8.56

325.00

1s9.50

2284.14

3 867.0 1

2',794.77

4491.13

6450.62

ETC. & SOFTWARE

?

12512.63

(Continued on oase I9
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(Continued from page I 8)

Secretary - Edgar Hall

April 15,1998 BOARD MEETING MINUTES

President Tom Broome called the meeting to order at I l:30 AM at

the home of Dave Besst. Although minutes from the December 6'

1997 CFPACS meeting were not available for review, pertinent

actions taken at the meeting were reviewed. The treasurer's report

was reviewed and approved as appears in the treasurer's notes on

the previous page..

The Board of Directors for 1998 were approved as

follows:

Tom Broome: President

Mike Dahme: Immediate Past President

Neil Yorio: East Coast Area VP

Dave Witt: Central Area VP

. John Bishock West Coast Area VP

Edgar Hall: Secretary

Dave Besst: Treasurer ., 
. I

. Appointed Officers were approved as follows:

John Stryjewski: Membership Chairman

Liz Stryjewski: Publication Chairman

Revenue Chairman: position vacant

NEW BUSINESS

Election of future board members and officers will be signif,rcantly

improved by the implementation of the following schedule:

. April l: Nominating Commiffee appointed by President and

published in 2nd quarter Palm Review issue.

. Jaly 1: Nominees (list of candidates) provided by the nominat-

ing committee to Publication Chairman along with balloting forms

for the 3'd quarter issue of the Palm Review.

. November /0.' Ballots, postmarked by November l, counted

and certified by Membership Chairman. Results of election
published in the 4'h quarter Palm Review issue.

. Post cards will be mailed to former members reminding them to

renew for 1998. Current membership is 123 members. The goal is

to increase membership to the 200 -300 range.

. The Publication Chairman indicated as the membership grows so

grows the effort to get the Palm Review to the membership on

time. Particularly needed are volunteers who are willing to
collate, staple and get the Review in the mail. Speeding up the

printing process appears to be beyond volunteer help; professional
printing will be investigated by the Chairman. Any volunteers out

there?

. The mailing list for individuals affiliated with botanical institu-
tions that receive complementary issues of the Palm Review was
updated for 1998.

1.*:.*:::::Ynn l }l|llryry.,,t $##'iffi.=t,n**i
F.q.d;' r&ii*r'*

Old postcard of Miami sent in by Bernie Peterson.

. The mailing list for editors of botanical publications that have an

exchange relationship with the CFPACS was also updated,

. Lifetime memberships were approved for Individuals who have

made outstanding contributions to the Central Florida Palm And
Cycad Society. These individuals are: Lib and Byron Besse,

Elling Eide, Jerome Kueper, Mrs Dent Smith, UA Young and Joe

Michael.

. Approved purchase of disposable name tags for chapter events.

In addition, the Vice President coordinating the event will be

responsible for obtaining a roster ofattendees.

. Approved submission of pertinent information to the IRS to
certify CFPACS as a non-profit organization.

. Clarihed membership as follows: New memberships received
between October and December are included in the following year

at no additional charge.

. Approved development of the chapter budget for 1998 by the

treasurer. The budget will be reviewed and approved at the June

meeting.

t9
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Atrofes Fronn ilte Offficers"".
(Continued from page I 9)

OLD BUSINESS

. A proposed planning calendar was submitted for review

by Neil Yorio. This calendar will be used for scheduling

general meetings concomitantly with board meetings,

establishing deadlines for submitting items to the Palm

Review, and to coordinate chapter events with activities

by other groups with interests similar to CFPACS, i.e',

other Florida chapters of the IPS, major botanical gar-

dens, etc. Several board members volunteered to contact

these organizations. The calendar should be available for
publication in the next issue of the Palm Review and is

outlined in the notes from the East Coast VP, Neil Yorio,

on page 17. I

Oun
ĉ
chapter Offfieens and How

to Reaeh"[hena:
President:

Tom Broome
9128 Golden Gate Blvd.
Polk City, FL. 33868
(941) 984-2739

East Vice President:
Neil Yorio: Neil.Yorio-l@ksc.nasa.gov
211 Wimico Drive.
Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937
(407)'t79-4347

Central Vice President:
David Witt: palmhead@msn. com
7026 BurnwaY Dr.
Orlando, FL 32819
(407) 352-411s

West Vice President:
John Bishock
4631 Hidden River Road
Sarasot4 FL 34240
(941) 322-2233

Immediate Past President:
Mike Dahme: palml'ra@palmnet.net
P.O. Box 89
Grant,FL 32949
(407) 724-8417

Palm Review Editor:
Elizabeth Stryjewski: editor@cfpacs.palms. org
5155 Wildwood Ave.
Merritt Island, FL 32953

Membership Chairman:
. John Stryjewski: membership@cfpacs.palms.org

5155 Wildwood Ave.
Merritt Island, FL 32953
(407) 453-1303

Treasurer:
Dave Besst
18l0 Huron Trail
Maitland, FL 32751
(407) 629-6830

Secretary:
Edgar Hall
5827 Tuscanvilla
Weeki Wachee,FL 34607
(3s2) s96-2er4

Revenue Chairman: Position Vacant: Contact Tom Broome
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Central Florida Palm and Cycad Society
Membership Application and Membership Renewal Form

E New Member E Renewing member (Please check one)

Ncime: Street: County:

Country:
Phone: City:

StAtE, ZIP COdE:
,

Membership is 810.00 for all U.S. uddresses (including Puerto Rico) and $15.00 for all foreign addresses. For renewing members, your

dues stalus appears below your name on the address label ofthis issue. For example, "Paid lhrough '97" indicates that your dues for 1998

are daewhile ,,Paid through '98" and "Lifetime Member" indicate that dues arc not required Make check payable in aS$ tu "CFPACS"

Send the above information CFPACS Treasurer

andfee (if applicable) to: 1810 Huron Trail
Maitland, FL32'751

How did you find out about us?

INTERNATIONAL PALM SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Rcgular Mernbership

FamilY 
:

cohm€rcial

FriCnd

US$35.00 per'year

uS$45.00 perYeqr ::,

US$a5.00 per yeql 
l 

,

USgas.00r$9s.00 iei i,bar

S:up,p..9dihg 
I

Lifs:':',:]..,

E}6n€factol

Ainnail Deiivery

U$$J00.00-$499.00 pel year

US$500.00; one time fee

Us$25oo.oo, one time fee

noo $zo.oo

DIRECT AIRMAIL DELIVERY? Member dues at above rates include airlift delivery, where available. Dir€ct airmail seryice is also available to all

non-USA destinations for an extra fee of US$20 per year. Please indicate by a check here [ ] if you wish this optional service for faster delivery to
be added to your subscription charges. lNote that th€ "airlift" delivery to most non-usA addresses is included in dues and is faster than surface

mail, but slower than Direct Airmail l

payments are also ac€pted. Notice: Foreign checks must be in US$ payable on US bank.

(street address
(citv. state or orovince)
(Dostal code.countrv)

Amount paid
Circle one: check/draft MasterCard Visa

Mailwithpaymentto:ThelnternationalPalmSociety,P.O.BoxlS9T,Lawrence,KS 66044-8897,USA

(telephone)_
it""i 

-

(e-mail address)_
(membership Category)_

Card Number - - -_ Expiration date_/_
Card Holder's Signature_

(us$)

2t
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