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Reminder:
CFPACS meeting in
Daytona Beach and
New Smyrna Beach
on December 5s. See
page 15 for rietaiis.

Attention:
Starting in January
1998, CFPACS will
be charging member-
ship dues. Dues for
all U.S. addresses
(including Puerto
Rico) are $10.00. If
you live outside of
the U.S., membership
is $15.00. You must
have your dues paid
by the first of the year
to continue to receive
the Palm Reaiew.
Please send remit-
tance to our chapter's
new treasurer for
1998, Dave Besst. See
membership/renewal
form on page 17 for
details.

The next issue theme
is the northern most ?

Find a palm that is
living father north
than expected (a Cyr-
tostachys renilq in
Deland for example),
" out of its element"
but still managing to
survive (outdoors)
and send it in. The
deadline for submis-
sion is january 1"t.

-Borassws Invadles Central
Fnonida
by Mike Dahme
Yn the summer of 1994 Joe Michael made his

llfirst distribution of seed of his Borassus palm
to the chapter. These seed, approximately 300,

were in turn distributed grails to members who
responded to thc, trulletin notification, which is

how I obtained 25. With this
accession I confirmed through
cumulative experience (which
began in 1990) exactly that
which I'd been told years ear-
lier by Bernie Peterson, that it
is preferable to grow Bo in
buckets for the frst year (as

opposed to planting the germi-
nated seed directly to the
ground). This is because it is

the nature of the plant to re-
move the embryo via the
hypocotyl (other terms em-
ployed to describe this root-like organ include
radical and cofyledonary petiole) to a depth of
several feet where is formed the "blob" (if
anyone knows what this is called in botanese,

Oatoher N/leeting at Leru
Gardlens
by Dave Besst

"/[, 
great return to Leu Botanical Gardens

4lLmarked our october 5'h fallmeeting. over 50

members and friends of the CFPACS gathered in
the "Palm Rcom" of the Carden House at ten in
the morning to start off the meeting with ?n ab-

sorbing talk bv Larry
Noblick of the Mont-
gomery Foundation in Mi-
ami. His subject was the
genus Syagrus and he took

:: uS On a grand tour of
i' northern and central South

America to learn of the

diversity and beauty of this
widespread genus Most of
us here in Central Florida

I ur" familiar with the

; species romanzoffianum
llwhich has been called the

Figure 2: Bora;susflabellifer seedlings after being raised up. Note exposed
pseudoleaf in slit hypocotyl of plant at extreme right (arrow),

"Queen Palm" ibr many years. Included in his talk
were some great slides of it in it's native habitat in
southern Brazil and neighboring countries" Over

(Continued on page I 4)
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Thanks again to all those who con-

tinue to help out in a variety of ways with

this publication. In particular, I'd like to

thank Mike Dahme who I can always rely on for articles and

photographs, Bernie Peterson for sharing his talents in his "Ask the

b*p..t" iolumn, Don Tollefson IPS member from Venice Califor-

nia for contributing a gteat member profile, Neil Yorio for re-

typing articles which would not scan, Hollie Kagie who collated as

ifotaia the last two issues and whose eyes lit up when my husband

John volunteered to take over both tasks for this issue'

But don't leave everything to just these few people! Get

involved and contribute. Need ideas? Submit something for the

journal theme. Find a palm that's growing much farther north than

it should be and send it in. Let's seejust how hardy these guys are!

'ffi/,euen /eoo,o 76e tatz*,
Please note that CFPACS is now charging membership

dues. The IPS does not provide funding for its chapters, therefore,

the membership dues for our chapter will be $10'00 for all U.S'

addresses (including Puerto Rico) regardless of whether you are a

member of the IPS or not. If you live outside of the US, member-

ship will be $15.00. There will be no difference between "single"

and "family" membership dues. Please see the membership appli-

cation and renewal form at the back of this joumal for details.

Your dues will cover the publication costs of the Palm Review,

which until now has been supported chiefly by profits generated

through the Seed Distribution Program (see page I 5 for an update).

Once the Palm Revigw is self-sufficient, the profits generated hy

our fund raising activities can be used elsewhere. I
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fn Memory of
Ron Humphrey

Since joining the Polm SocietY, we

hove hod the good fortune to
meet people whose interests hove

extended beyond the simPle ex-

change of gordening tips ond hove

become our friends. One of these
people wos Ron Humphrey. We

knew Ron not only os the one who

monaged to roise o Royol Polm ot
his home in Ormond Beoch (we

often told him thot he hod mis-

tokenly picked up o plastic one

when he hod purchosed it) but
olso for his love of fomily and

music. Ron wos diognosed with
lung concer lost July ond died

Sundoy, November 16th ot Holi-

fox Medical Center in Doytono

Beoch. Our lives have 6een en-

riched by having known Ron and

we will miss him deorly.

- Doug Keeneond
Liz Stryjewski
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Tlie Boald of Directors consists of 10 members. 6 of
these members are elected to their positions, 3 are ap-

pointed by the elected officers and the remaining seat is

filled by the immediate past president.

President - Tom Broome
This will be the last issue of 1997, and I would like to

thank some people for the greatyear we have all enjoyed'
First of all, to Liz Stryjewski for all the work she done on

the Palm Revievv. I have heard good things from people

all over the United States about our newsletter. I get a lot
of mail and faxes from people who like what we ate all
trying to accomplish. Sometimes the going gets a little
tough and a kind letter from someone really helps. Feel

free to write. I know a kind word would be appreciated

from time to time. To all the officers, who have worked
together to accomplish a lot as the frst year of the

CFPACS. I would like to thank everyone who has written
articles this year. I have received complements from even

professional writers who enjoy our articles. Also to
Hersh Womble for helping Ed collect money at the U.S'F'
sale last month. To Mike Dahme for all the work he has

done on our seed bank. This makes money for our

chapter as well as distributing rare species to as many
people as possible. I know we all would like to thank Ed

and Nancy Hall for everything they have done to keep the

central Florida chapter together for all these years. For

those of you who don't know, they will be stepping down
from their jobs so that they will have more time for other
things. I hope that takes care of everyone, I'm sorry if I
have missed anyone.

I would like to remind everyone about dues for 1998.

This is the first time everyone has had to pay, so remem-

ber those ofus in the International Palm Society have to
pay as well. You might want to keep the form in this
issue because if you don't get the next issue you now
know why.

Our next meeting will be in the Daytona area on
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N/[eeting at the Keenedlomr

by Sarah Noah

"K, 
beautiful day and a great palm collection. What could be

iY\better? On November 9'h, a casual meeting with informal tours

continued throughout the day at the home of Doug and Barb Keene.

A mature stand of grand old oaks covered most of their backyard,

providing much-needed cover on cold, clear nights. Barb and Doug

are raising a surprising number of cold-tender species under this

canopy at their home in Deland (affectionately referred to "Dead

Figure 1: Frank Radosta, Mike Merritt, Neil Yorio (Expert in Waiting) and the
Expert himself, Bernie Peterson enjoying lunch at The Keene's home.

Land" by Doug). Of par-
ticular note (especially to
me as I have killed sev-
eral) is a mature Cyr-
tostachys renda (see fig-
ure 3). Doug takes this
palm in when low temper-
atures are forecasted but
admits that it has been
"knocked back" a few
times. Hard to believe
when looking at its strik-
ingly beautiful red trunks.
There was also a Corypha
umbroculifera under this
canopy which Doug has

been covering with a blan-
ket each winter night to
ensure its longevity. After
noticing the clumping be-
havior of this unique indi-
vidual, a discussion en-

sued after which it was
decided that perhaps
Doug no longer needs to
protect this palm so vigorously.
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(Continued on page 1 0)
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Dear Bernie,

When palms from the southern hemisphere that flower
in the summer there are grown in the northern hemisphere
(Fla.) does their time or season of flowering change? In
other words if it flowers only in January in Australia will
it flower only in January here?

- John Kennedy, Vero Beach

Thanks for the question John. My references tell me little
on this subject but my observation has been that only palms of
the subfamily Coryphoidae flower at a particular time or

season ofthe year, Sabal palmetto or S. causiarumfor instance

are both northern hemisphere palms that flower in the spring

here. Copernicia alba, a southem hemisphere native also

flowers in the spring here. The same is true of the Australian

Livistonas although they may flower a second time if they fail
to set seed as they often do. So, for Coryphoids I think the

answer is no. As for some of the other well known palms from
the southern hemisphere: Syagrus, Butia and Archon-
tophoenix, for instance, these produce inflorescences one at a

time and may do so at any time of the year. Once they have

reached maturity the appearance ofinflorescences is part ofthe
growth of these palms and since they grow faster in the

summer more inflorescences are produced in summer and fall,
fewer in winter and early spring. When grown in the tropics

these same palms would flower more or less continuously. To

sum up, climate and seasons where the palm is growing

determine its flowering habits regardless of when it flowers in

its native land.
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Question 2,

I've been asked by neighbors who dislike the mess and

quantity of fruit from their Queen palms if cutting off the

flowerstalk would prevent fruiting, or would the palm

flower again to replace what's been cut off? Or is the palm
t'programmed" to flower at intervals that are not affected'
one way or the other, by cutting off the flowerstalk?

-John Kennedy , Vero Beach

I've had this question at work a few times John thanks for
asking it here. Yesl Cutting off the inflorescence, openeci or

not, will definitely prevent fruiting on that "stalk", Anrther
inflorescence will not emerge from that leaf axil. A few palm

species do produce more than one inflorescence per leaf axil,

Howea forsteiana, Calyptrocalyx, and some Chamaedttreas are

examples. As discussed above, the flowering of Queen palms

occurs along with the growth of the leaves, the faster the leaves

grow the faster new inflorescences will appear. I don't think
removal of inflorescences would affect the rate of leaf produc-

tion, but removal of green leaves might.

Dear Bernie,

I have often wondered why the intergeneric hybrid be-

tween Syagrus romanzoffianu and Butia capitala is sterile
(mule). Is it a problem with the polleno the female flower, or
something else? Could a mule palm be pollinated with the
pollen from either ofthe parent species?

- Alun Ingalls, Satellite Beuch

Thanks for the question Alan. My understanding is that both
male and female flowers of the mule palm are "at least 99.9%

sterile.

The late Charles Raulerson succeeded in backcrossing

mule palm with a Queen palm, but only after years of effort and

planting many thousands of seeds. Eventually he produced 2

plants one of which resides, I think, at Kanapaha Gardens in

Gainesville. An interesting question would be; how fertile are

the flowers of this F-2 hybrid, if indeed it has survived and is old
enough to flower. If any of our readers in the Gainesville area

know please fill us in.

I
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Tlae N/lontgonmery
New Propaga'tion
by Tom Broome

lFoundlation Has A
Pnojecrt!

Nfauritia tlexuosa: A
Peninsulan Fnorida?
by Mike Dahme

Palm Review

possibinirty for

ll,he Montgomery Foundation in Miami has been known for Tyhsugh long familiar with the name, the characteristrcs of this
[ their cycad collection for several years. Our society toured ll widely-distributed palm of Amazonia became of interest less

the grounds a little over a year ago, and the members who I've

talked to who were present, were very impressed with what they

saw. Terrence Walters, the executive Director of the Montgomery

Foundation, has been changing the look ofthe property consider-

ably in the last few years. Many raised

beds have been planted with cycads,

grouped pertaining to geographical lo-
cation of the habitats from which they
came. Eric Shroyer, Montgomery's cy-
cad horticulturist, oversees the creation
and planting of the beds. The design

for the 6-acre cycad walk will eventu-

ally include 22 tolal raised beds repre-

senting cycads from the Americas,
Asia, Africa, and Australia. Presently,

there are now 3 Asian, 2 African, utd2
New World beds planted. Terrence is
trying to keep only documented plants

in these beds, with records available as

to the exact location from which they
came.

Now, the Montgomery Foundatign -=
will be one of the only botanical gardens in the United States

with a cycad pollination project. This can be attributed to the

efforts of volunteer Larry Krauss. In just a few months, a

pollen bank has been put together that can be described as one

of the best in the world. Every effort has been taken to keep

pollen as fresh as possible. Terence has given Larry his own

freezer, vials, and other equipment necessary to keep pollen at

it's optimum viability. They even use indicating desiccant to

ensure the desiccant is working properly. As the cycads

become receptive, Larry will be pollinating them using meth-

ods such as mixing pollen with water and injecting it into the

female cones, or inserting dry pollen directly into female

cones. All of the plants used for this project will be from

documented plants. Eventually, the seeds produced will be

disbursed all over the world to botanical gardens as well as the

different palm and cycad societies.

Our board of directors elected to donate $100 to the

Montgomery Foundation at the last meeting. This money has been

used to help fund this very worthwhile project. It is grati$ing to
know that the efforts of our society can have such a world-wide
impact. We look forward to having a stronger relationship with
the Montgomery Foundation in the future, and hope to have

another meeting down there soon. Anybody who would like to
donate their time, money, or possibly have seeds or plants avail-
able can write Terrence Walters, c/o The Montgomery Foundation
Inc., ll90l Old Cutler Rd., Miami, FL 33156-4242 or Email

than a year ago when a picture of a cultivated Maurilia appeared

in the November 1996 issue of the (California) Paln .lournal.
Several persons (including myself) of the Florida (palm)

"chattering class"
questioned the cap-
tion, going so far as

to suggest that the

photo actually de-
picted a specimen of
Corypha (and a par-

ticularly large bne at

that). Another stun-
ning photo of a culti-
vated M .flaxuosa -

also taken in
Ecuador but appar-
ently of a different
individual - ap-
peared in the July
1994 issue of the

South African Pqlm Enthusiqst. Once it was made clear that the

massive palm, comparable in size to the typical S. Florida Boru:s-

sas, pictured was indeed M. flexuosa, the species "came to lif'e"
for me and thus the few sightings made of stands of this palm on

our recent trip to Brazil were among the trip's high points.

Per The Palms of the Americas, the species has a very
wide range, but as it does not extend to the drainage basrn of the

Figure 1: Stand of Mauritiaflexuosa 80 km north of Belo Horizonte at
650 m elevation

Figure 2: Fallen leaf base with cap for scale

(Conlinuecl on page 6)



Central Fl9lda Pdm and Cycad Sociglv

fufauritia fnexuosa: "..

(Continuedfrom page 5)

Paraguai River, including the Pantanal region, I did not expect to
encounter the palm. But find it we did, in four widely-separated
spots in the states of Mato Grosso, M. G. do Sul, and Minas

Palm Review

,n. *tt, but eventually uUou, tOO of the green (perhaps anorher
two months would have been needed for maturation), golf ball-
sized fruit were collected.

On retum, and with high hopes for plants to corne (only
eight of the seed have actually germinated to date, most of the
remainder having rotted) attention tumed to learning of experience
in Florida with this species, but initial reports were as unencourag-
ing as they were sparse. However, thanks to Paul Craft (who says
that Mauritia seed can germinate as long as three years after
sowing), a member of the Palm Beach chapter with experience
with Mauritia was contacted and, recently, visited at his nurserv in
westem Palm Beach County. The nursery, Mesozoic Landscapes.

d i stribution
is presumed

j7, to have been
Figure 3: Infructescence on specimen in stand 25 km Fi widely influ-

south ofCuiaba (road to Pocone) enced bv
man, so it is

not at all certain that the stands we saw were not introduced) the
palms were always in swamps of flowing water (the rainy season
had just ended, perhaps the habitat areas dry out), knee-deep in
places, with the bases of the individual palms being elevated
"islands" (consisting of fallen leaf bases, petioles and fronds) in
the moving water. On only one occasion, at the Chapadas dos
Guimaraes National Park north of Cuiaba, where the palms were
likely introduced to a recreational area, were young plants seen,
but even these were of good size. No seedlings or small plants of
any stage were noticed on the two occasions that stands, some
distance off the roads, were visited, including the one site at which
several fruiting individuals (the species is dioecious) existed. As
the infructescences were generally out of reach, the heavy fallen
12 foot long petioles were used, rather ineffectively, to dislodge

Gerais. In
these out-of-
"habitat" lo-
cations south
of Amazonia
(the palm's

Figure 4: Some of the 2l M. flexuosa at Richard Moyroud's

Inc., is in fact so far to the west that it all but backs onto the
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge, a part of the Everglades.
and, in times of heavy rainfall (which was the situation at the time
of our August visit), presents more than a passing resemblancc to
being an integral part of it, much of the l0 acre property being
under water. But the owner, Richard Moyroud. says that in drier
times the entire parcel is passable, and the 2l Mauritia palms that
he's planted, in two sections, can be approached on foot. Towards
the front of the property are l0 specimens (some of which can be
seen in picture "D"), which were planted out of three and seven
gallon buckets circa 1990 - 1992. Another I I have been in
"ground" (all 21 were attime of visit deep in water; Richard said
that the fact that the water was not flowing does not adversely
affect the palm) towards the rear of the property fbr a lesser time,
but so far his only losses, which were to his original plantings,
resulted from predation of four or five by rabbits (or other
critters).

Thanks to this "pioneer" (because of habitat simulation)
(('ontinued on page I l)
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Bobick's Palm Growers. I remembered having

met Bob and Marita during the 1994 l.PS'
Biennial in Venezuela, and I seemed to recall

that they said something to the effect that if I

was ever in Orlando ... so I gave them a call.

The following morning I arrived at their

eight* acre estate on the outskirts of Orlando

which doubles as the growing ground fbr their

Nursery. Bobick's Nursery could only' be de-

'scribed 
as a gold mine for palm enthusiasts

i looking for a source ofalready tried and proven

cold hardy palms. The Bobicks are congenial,

ft engaging people with lots of experience and an

€ advanced young collection, so what I saw and

ff'he phone rang Friday moming at about 4:00 a'm' I knew

I who was calling even before I picked up. These early

Friday morning phone calls always come from Sonny Boye

(that's his real name). "Orlando," said Sonny' "No prob-

lem," I said. "I'll see you in a few hours". Sonny is a retired

F. B. l. agent who now free lances as a sub contractor. Sort

of a pot bellied, 70 year old version of Jon Kruger, the

character porhayed by Arnold Schwgrzenegger in his latest

movie, Eraser Some times his assigriments were prefty ad-

venturous, but this time he was merely retrieving a runaway

for some concerned parents and needed an officer of the

court (a.k.a. attorney) to handle the appropriate papers (in

person) so he didn't have to worry about a kidnapping

charge. All I had to do was show up at the Orange County

(Orlando, Florida) Federal Court Building before it closed

with the necessary papers, and return again on Monday

morning right after it opened. The rest of the weekend was

my o!wr. I set about obtaining a plane ticket, and then

quickly hacked my way into the appropriate computer infor-
mation pool. About ten hours later I delivered the papers at

the court house and was free until Monday morning'

Determined to check out the palm scene in Orlando, I
made an appointment with Vance and Gabrielia Browning to

see their palm collection Saturday afternoon. Vance has a

delightful young collection, and starts his palms from germi-

nated seeds, most of which he obtains from Inge Hoffrnan to

whom he refers affectionately as the "seed lady." Lance's

theory is "try everything. You never know what might

survive in Orlando." I have to admit that it's the same theory

which has been successfully advanced by renown California
grower, Ralph Velez, and both of these growers have had

many pleasant surprises using this method to discover palms

that no one else knew would grow. After an inspiring tour, I

thanked Lance, and prepared to leave. In parting, Lance

advised me to check in on Bob and Marita Bobick of

what I learned, I felt should be shared with as

many temperate climate palm enthusiasts as

j possible. I asked them if they minded doing an

i impromptu interview and they graciously

obliged.

"What's the deal with 0rlando?"

Bob: "ft's very simple. In Orlando you can grow anything you want

no matter how tropical it is for 360 doys of the year."

"Ilhat about the other live days?"

Bob: "The remaining five doys are murder. They can wipe out the

other 360. Every winter we cverage about three cold spells. Ll/hen I
say cold spells, I'm describing a condition where the temperqture

drops belowfreezing andstqys therefor several hours or in rare cases

several days. This past winter we hit the mid twenties. Usually we

don't go much lower thqn that, but three times since I started growing
palms here in Orlando it dropped below 20 degrees and that's when it
gets tough. The temperature can drop to as low as l7 degree,s like it
did in 1989. It's a rare, but unmistakable palm cold hardiness tes! in

which you cqn loose mature palms in a few hours. Il',s .frttslrating
becauseyou aren't psychologically preparedfor it. You t'an hc raising
palms for years and all of a sudden experience "qn ultimate cold
hardiness test." Then you hear the story about the 1989 ./ieeze being

the one in a hundred year freeze, but you know another /ieezejust like

it is going to come. You don't know when, you know it night not arrive

for several years, but having been through one, you know that sooner

or later another one will come."

"ltlhat about just growing all the palms you can grow until a periodic cold spell

occurs and wipes out the ones that can't take the hit?"

Bob:"You can do it that way, butfor most growers, il'.s unaccept-

able. It's better to grow what can endure the cold spells and not suffer
the set bacl<s. Besides, commercially, people don't tolerate the three

steps forward, two steps back approach. For example, alier the 1989

freeze Disney hqd to replace hundreds of Queen palm,s on their
grounds, but they hqve a huge landscape budget which allows this.

Our every day client doesn't hqve that kind of money or equipment."

"Disney. f,ow well do you know Disney?"

Marita: "Bob and I were captains at Disney for years. It's just

(Conlrnued on page 8)
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than the shorter squatter look that they get from growing in./ull
sun while they are young, plus the canopy of trees acts as an

insulating blanket protecting most of our garden and nursery
those killer winter freezes."

"What's the story on the dogs?"

Bob: "They keep us compalry. The little fat one is a Jack
Russell Terrier. His name is ldaho. The big one is Rufus. He's an
Irish wolf hound. He's about 36" at the shoulder. Irish wol
hounds are sight hounds, and they love to chase things by sight as

opposed to smell like most hounds. The last one is (ltah, an

werage size German Shepherd. We enjoy their compctny, and
they are a tremendous deterrent to ffespassers. "

"It's a beautiful little house that you've got,"

Marita: "Thankyou. It's a two story loft wilh lots of v,indows,

situated almost directly in the middle of the property a//brding us

a three hundred sixty degree view. It sort of brings the rnttiide in
and we like to enjoy the outside even when we're inside. "

1U right. f,ow do you find out which palms will grow year in and year

out in 0rlando and tell us about then."

Bob: "No problem. Let's start with Livistona saribus. lt's
terrific. Takes the cold to below I7 degrees. The mo.st c'old hardy
of the Livistonas o,, at least in a tie with australis, antl it's also
terrific looking. Next comes the Mules."

"lf,ules?"

Bob: "That's a cross between Syagrus romanzoffianum and
Butia capitata. l{e refer to them as mules because they don't
reproduce viable seed. lVe're hoping that they can be reproduced
through tissue culture because they've got an incredible /uture in
Orlando and other areas where queen palms can't :;urvive the

cold spells. "

flllat's the advantaqe of a nule over a regular qteen or Xilt*"

(ContinuedfrompageT) Bob: "They grow as fast as a queen and they're as cold hardy
been recently that our business became supportive enough that 6 a Butiq."
Bob could quit his job at Disney and devote all of his time to our t

nursery. I'm still employed there futt time. " 
' "t "[ren't Syagrus cold hardy?"

Bob: "14/e took a hit financially by my leaving Disney, but ,.^Bob.. 
"No where near as cold hardy as the mule's In the '89

we're ontheway to doingwhatwe iove'we.to ai.'1"' 
-'-"-/' 

*:7:;r'T"i:#ii:;n:";'##r':;:;{::;':;:{,"';' ?;:':;,
"f,ow l0ng have you been growing palms?" queens all over, but ulmost all of themwere planted after '89, and

Bob: "About I I years. LI/e purchased the property white I at some point in the future, most of them will die in a cold spell

was attending the lJiiversity of Centrat Floridi. Iyh"n"rr, ," i!!' like last time' Butias grow pretty slowly' but not the mules'

could we would come to the pioperty and clear it little by tinte. lhey 
grow as fast qs queens' They are not between queens and

vt/e left the bigger trees and removed all of the scrub." Butias in speed' They are as fast as queens' And thev are nol
between Butias and queens for cold hardiness. They are as cold

"l see you have a canopy. What is the scheme?" hardy as Butias. It,s a typical example of ,hybrid vigor' ,'

,,;iY,';f;,:{,,:;':;{,::,2,''#il,::{f:::#"i:^,u;'"",!!"2 
"f,vbrid visor?"

moitty oalrs ani pine trees. They proviie- a griar cqnopy, and .Bob: 
"Hybrid vigor is a phenomenon where the ffipring

they produce a ti*ific mulch which keeps doin the r"iiri. y4t" inherits the strongest qualities of both parents. It's a recognized

even- pick up the bags of tree mulch thit our neighbors put out, occuftence among many palm growers. In the instqnce of a mule,

and ipreai it on oir gyounds. Ile also prefer lh" "roir1orrrrn a palm has been developed which has the beautv and lacv

look that palms obtain when grown under filtered light, rather (Continued on page 9)
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Nfernher Prcfrne ,.. .^,. 
uoo' "suckering' suckering

Plants will generallY grow new

(ContinuedfrompageS) suckers, but a single trunk palm
'appearance iyil" qrt"n palm which has will often lanquish and die after it

bi"o*" perhips the world's most popular is damagedwith cold'"

commercial landscape palm, combined Marita: "lle,ve also hqd luck
with the cold hardiness of the Butia which with the illa,lara species of king
is one of the world's most cold hardy pin- oalm. It will survive to about 25
nate palms. They have yy itAimitelfyture. 

'degrees. It was introduced here
For instance, they could be installed ot o birto"kfrom Gary Wood in Cali-
street tree in England or atty place else that forrio. ifs olso ihe fastest grow-
a B:tttia will sunive, but they are much "ingpalmwe,veeveri""r."

larger and more elegant than any other "''
' t,--. ,--^ ^-.^-. -^.^,;.,^) i- thaoo Bob: "Chamaedorea radicalispalm that has ever survived in those

and microspadix w ent thr ough' 8 9

with no damage also. A lot ofplaces. "

"These nules are interesting' flre there athets'!" orr", ChamaecLrea s will tolerate

Bob: ,.)zes. lne have q cross between a a great deal of cold as well. In

Jubaeachilensis and aButiacapitata. We'te fact most of them will. Another

hoping that it will hne a larger head to real winner ls Laccospadix aus-

trink-ratio than the standard Jubaea, and tralasica. It looks so much like a

qlso thqt it will survive here. J. chilensis Howea forstereana that we call it

won't grow here because of the humidity- the poor man's Howea' But we

"f,ow is this hybrid doing so far?" "::":":;:kT;"# ,t:;; ;:li,
Bob "Great. I can't imagine any prob- And they're a greqt looking plant

Bob "Of the Arengas, Arenga engleri is placed the Acrocomia seeds in a closed

the most cotd hardy. It's the one that we've sctfs out in the sun, and discovered that they

had the most success with in Orlando. split and germinated at 140 degrees. I keep

Arenga pinnata will grow here, but it needs experimenting, but so far, I've had poor
substantial protection. " success with Acrocomia germination' "

"ln general, which do better, single trunk or "Ulhat other palms do well?"

lem, qnd I would predict that this palm will ot *u11. All of the Rlnpis will
be about as cold hardy as necessqry, con- grow here. Rhapis subtilis will go

sidering its parents." into the mid 20s with no damage

"We'll be watching the future of the rnCes s1tr and Rhapis excelsa will go even

interest. llane some other ptltt titivtt tave lad lower' Kertiodoxaelegenswill go

success with.,, to 25 degrees easy, and perhaps

Bob: "sabar causarium is a great pa^ '::"ff;r'"{r?f{;rl-"^!^iir?"Jfl^
It grows easily through our Orlando.win- "ri11 

go to t 5 degrees no problem.
ters, and it gtows ,cts far north as f1"y',ue becomeT populir palm in
Gainesville (Florida) where it gets substan- the'European trade.- Acroiomia aculeata ls

tially colderfor quite a bit longer' Serenoa. a.fast gyower, and will survive to 20 de-

Repens, a Florida native, is a very 
"old grr"r. Acrocomia totai wilt go to 20 de-

hardy palm. grees y,ith no damage, but isn't as ,fast.
,'l have also heard lhal xlapidoplylim lplnt Both of the Acrocomias qre in great de-

is a cold hardy palm." mand, but we can't make enough of them

Bob: "Both will grow much furthe, 
available'"

north, but the dffirence is thqt Rhapido- "lllhy don't you get more trcmcontb out? Can't

phylium * a smiil patm." you get the seed?"

"lsnt ,fefen2a npe$,!t Bob: "The seedwe cqn get. It's getting

Marita: "Checkout some of ou:s,,rr"! ':;r:rt::":;:;f;:f:;ili:r;!!",:i;!';tyt;i,
start to get some size after they get older." 

about Acrocomia seeds where the grower

Bob: "Livistona blackdown is tough,

and as it gets older, develops q gorgeous

bronze on the under sides of its leaves.

Guihaia argyrata are also extremefi' cold
tolerant. Most Copemicias do well with

Copemicia alba about the most cold hardy'

Chuniophoenix hainanensis is very cold
hardy as ls Chuniophoenix nana. "

"slhat about the new varieties fron lladagascar

and llew Caledonia?"

Bob: "So far they hqven't met with
much success. In particular we were dis-

appointed with Ravenea rivilaris lt was

heralded throughout Florida as the next

great palm for this area, but i/ it drops to

27 degrees it turns to ielly. We'll give them

all a try, but we're not overly optimistic."

(Continued on page I0)
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fufernher Profrne .."

(Continuedfrom page 9)

"f,ow about Panlblaa c0c0tdc4 anil Xfiopaloslylts rpcriei"

Bob: "Neither will survive here. It could be too
much warmth when it is warm, or it could be too much

humidity. Another palm that can take the cold, but not
our cold is Jubaea chilinses. It's sort of odd. We can't
grow it here, but as you gofurther north, say into South

and North Carolina, they can."

"Can you tell us a little about your gerniration process,"

Bob: "Sure. We place each seed in its own con-
tqiner. We've found that disease can spread in a
community pot so we do the extra potting work l4te

keep them inside one of our hot houses until they

germinate and establish some rootE. We've discovered
that the secret to germination is heat. We allow the

seedlings to root into the container and then pot them

up and move them outdoors under the protection of our
overhead canopy. "

"What's that cut away at the rear side of your glowilg area?"

Bob'. "That's a swale that allows the cold air to
drain. We learned that the shrubs and brush around the

palnls blocked the cold air from draining, so I took a
chain saw and cut a dry stream bed leading to a low
lying areo down below. It really makes a difference.

You can feel the cold air against yolr face if you walk
down it on a cold day."

"f,ow is it that all of you florida growers possess s0 much

information 0n cold hardiness and everythinq else?"

to the board of the International Palm Society.

Marita: "Yes, Paul will make a terrific contribution."

Bob: "There are so many things to learn that we've got to
work overtime to get all of the growers qnd enthusiasts up to
speed. "

"What sort of things?"

Bob: "Just to give you an idea of what we've learned, you've
got to apply a totql treatment to palms to corcect nutrient defi-
ciency. If you treat for magnesium shortage, the magnesium

deficiency disappears, but is replaced with potassium deficiency
symptoms. Unless you put them on all at the same time. h is

becoming evident that there seems to be a favorable co-
dependence between manganese and iron especially in Madagas-
car palms. We've learned that the pH drops as you proceed down

a hill or slope. The lower you go the more the pH drops. l{e
figure that it is caused by all the acidic leaf mulchwhich accumu-

lates down the hill qs it is catied by rain water run off. The result

I{eenedonn .".

(Continuedfrompage 3)

After a couple of hours of Paln
viewing and catching up with ok
friends we see all too seldom, Doul

and Barb, with help from thei
daughters Jenny and Amy, served i

great bar-b-que buffet with all th,

fixens. As I sat down to enjoy thr

feast, I was bombarded by acoms

One dove right into my coffee cup

As Doug says, "Some of the bes

things in life are free". My oal

canopy envy began to wane.
Lunch was followed by a plan

sale and we thank Eric Schm.idt fo
taking on the monetary responsibili
ties ofthat event.

We can't thank Barb and Doul
enough for graciously opening thei
home for our meeting. They evet

arranged for a group ofsky divers tr
drop in on us. We extend our thank
to Barb and Doug for going to sucl
great lengths and hosting a wonder
ful time for our chapter. All thosr

who didn't attend missed out on i

beautiful day.

tttttt?

grasshopper please."

"f,xcuse me?"

Bob: "The grasshopper next toyourfoot. Step on it."

"llone! f,ow do you tell a g00d Fasshopper from a bad one. I nean tha

one was such a flamb0yantly colored yellow and red specinen that looled realll

er0tic,"

Bob: "lt's easy. The only good grasshopper is a dead one

Actually our grasshopper population has really decreased thi:
year. See those Guinea hens over there? We refer to them as out

"Integrated Pest Management System". In simple language, thel
eat bugs."

"l{hat other ideas do you have for furthering the cultivation of palms il
temperate climates?"

Bob: " If you were lo put a pin in a map for the location of the

residence of every member in the International Palm Society vot,
(Continued on page 12,

Palm Review

is yellow leafs on your palms. As I added dolomite to the lowe,
Bob: "We all get along very well and share our'information. yyn of areas of my property, the palm leafs began to return to thr

We hove met so marry wonderful people through the IPS and our lush green color of their counterparts on higher ground. And ptot

Centrql Florida chapter. Bernie Peterson, Hersh llomble, Dwid at that mushroom like fungi called q ganaderma conch. Ll/het

Best just to nqme a few. Ed Hall has done a great iob as an IPS touched by a weed-eater string and then that string .just nicks t

directorandwearedelightedthatPaulCraftwasrecentlyelected palm trunk, it will infect the palm and kill it. Step on tha

to
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Dear Editor,

I hereby admit to and apologize for using the pseudonym

"Paul Meadows" on an article I wrote for the Palm Bulletin stx
or seven years ago. It seems that, belatedly, this has given rise

to a spate of lame "nom de puns" on the bylines of Ihe Palm
Review, for this I feel somewhat responsible. "Sarah Noah" isn't

MtaTheEditor
too bad of a pun, but surely in the history of mankind there has

never been a real person named "Ray Khiss" or "Neil Yorio".

Regretfully,

- Bernie Peterson, Cocoa

One fine doy o couple of years ago, f orrived horre
from work to find severol Eorassus sceds hond-

delivered to my front porch. Since I hod been tipped
off in odvonce, f knew thot Mike Dohtrc wqs the
delivery boy. Mike sometimes does nice things such

os thot, usuolly during o full moon, but I sfill did on

inventory to moke sure he hadn't stolen onyfhing.

After reoding extensive, somewhot confusing
inforrnofion on the 'correct' woy to plont Bomssus
seed, f decided fo plont severol directly in the
ground. f olso plonted oteseed, pot ond oll, into the
ground. Thot technigue wos opporently guite populor
ouf in Colifornio, judging by oll the recent inforrmiion
being disclosed obout plonting potted polms into the
ground.

I believe f hod six send to bcain with ond ofter
mony, tmny months they begon to germimte. Today,
only two renoin. OnE in the ground seens to be
'hanging onu but not doing much. The onc in the pot rs
over two feel ond looks bettcr ewt"y doy. f hove

decided to honor Sir Michoel of 6ront by labeling it
Bomssus "fuhmcenskil Lost I heord, Mikc wos

trying to order this'species" from the Sced Bonk.

please advise) from which the pseudoleaf even with this contrivance the blobs

begins its long trek back up the hypocotyl ended-up way too deep in many cases

and the true roots form. As a result above (more face-in-the-sand pleasure): in
gtound development (photosynthesis) is the future I would elevate the seed at

slowed and, much worse, the chances of least two feet over ground surface.

survival greatly diminished for this Growing Bo in pots is not difficult,
drought-tolerant genus demands excellent requiring only that a tall container,

drainage, conditions not always present in like a citrus liner, be used and that
Florida. when the hypocotyl strikes bottom

Borassws"".

(Continuedfrompage 1)

Weplacedthesendon
the ground in the foll
of'96 ond afler ayear
of trying to ovoid it
with the lown mower,
wewere very hoppy to
see this leaflel
emet9e.

-Liz and John Stry-
i. Merritf fshnd

tained was either kept in pots for a
year or planted en-situ elevated atop

1 14 lnches of pots, an idea of Neil
Yorio. (See figure l). I found that

These seed were planted to ground tr 99ll' four weeks in summer) the
uvl J wvttlwrltJ t I uJw 9wv Lrne Dest oratneo-

-:-,;-:; l::,: dumped and the seed with most of thesanolest Doruon:;.: :.^:^1. ,- hvoocotyl exposed be raised above
or tne DroDenv m: - ;--:, -:-- '^-1. ttre next pot (I use two gallon size, seeseDtemoer ano _,",-:----,--- ,^, fieure 2). Although the hypocotylNOVemOe|v+

-- could likely be cut and discarded

llll^tlfi1T,t t*itrt *re selo; at this point, I usuallyol tne nvDocowl. '
;',;-:-:I'-*---.^'-. support the seed via stake or platformAltnousn a very
;- ,--:;^?, -.,--,-' over the pots for a few extra weeks.
rew ortnem DroKe _

-:-;--^--.'^: 
-.i^,1 Once this . is accomplished thesurrace on tnelr _

-:-:";^ ^:^^::-' hvoocotyl stops elongating and, if it
own. me srearma- - 

,-
,-::----.:^-,1- hasn't aheady, forms the blob (whichronw were nano,,--^'-^";:;^-- 

-'I should be placed near to the top of the
ous me roltowrls
----,-: ^:;--^,-^r- new container), and the seedling may
sDrrns ano ralseo-.::-'7:;:^---l- henceforth be treated as any other

:1.^,ti:ills-^^11 ro*e palm (subject to need f6r good
mucn ot me rools '_
-- -----; ;-,;---- drainage) and planted-out the follow-
as posslole) to tne --. ms vear.
surtace level, usu-
ally from depths Recently we received seed of the
approaching three Indian Bo, B. flabellifu and all 17

feet. Today, the germinated. Of the 14 retained, 12

survivors sport have survived and were recently re-
several, mostly bucketed. Interestingly, in no case

undivided leaves did the hypocotyl reach the bottom of
and appear on the the citrus liners before "blobing", in-
verge of take-off. dicating a possible difference between

r- ---L-^---^-. that species and the Qikely) African
,.-"j: ":::t:lY' ro'- frevalent in Florida. Iyears seec so oD-
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9/23: A question regarding the ef-
ficacy of soapy water (liquid soap was
used in a hose-end sprayer) was
replied to by a participant on Reunion
Island who said that the treatment is
effective in removing insects and dis-
eases, and is not harmful to the palm.

9125: Several persons responded
to a request by Ed Brown for com-
ments on experiences with Ceroxylon
species. Ed wrote that he has about
six plants of five years of age that
prosper during the cooler months
(Jacksonville). It transpired that these
palms were of the accession of
(relatively) low-level species that
came from Ecuador that Paul Craft
(Palm Beach) said were the only ones
that he's been able to grow. Ian Ed-

said that the Spindle (Hyophorbe verschaffeltii) hadn't
been tested sufficiently for inclusion on the short list of
palms suitable for indoor use. He added the "Majesty"
and the "Triangle" palms to this category, palms now
being used or recommended for use indoors which may
not prove suitable unless replacement costs are low
enough to consider them as "annuals". In addition to the
Kentia, palms that have tested successfully are Chamae-
dorea elegans (parlor palm), C. seifritzii and its variant
C. "erumpens" (bamboo or reed palm), and Rhapis
excelsa (lady palrn), with C. seifritzii requiring slightly
higher light levels than the others. Dave pointed out that
at such low light levels the palms are almost in a state of
arrested growth and that they should not be encouraged
to grow: only very light fertilization and moderate soil
moisture being required. Finally, he listed a few other
Chamaedorea sp. that tolerate low light levels. while
being somewhat resistant to spider mites: C. radicalis, C.
metallica, and C. stolonifera.

ln
spotlig

tel

By Mike Dahme

wards (Sydney) reported the same results as Ed with the species e. ,,ytite,,

(an uncertain-n*, p". patms of the Americas),totatfailure, uaaig'b. tFfF.l!th?fttt t t tquindiuense and C. vogelianum, which "struggled but died", to this cate- r I '
gory. His best results with species of this genus were with C. otpinum ]Vfefnbef PfOfrtre "..(source Columbia '91) and C. sp. "very silvery trunk" (Ecuador ,91), these
having been planted out in the coolest part of his garden are how two to (continuedfrompage I0)

three'feet in height, the former looking like it may be ready to ,,take-off' . would learn thqt approximately 85%o of our memhers live
As for cultivation, Cesar Diaz (Caracas, elevation over 3d00 feet) stated in temperate zones. Therefore it makes sen.se that some

that Cerorylor resent heat and overly wet soil and said to protect them portion oJ'our e.mphasis should be towards the cultiva-
from direct sunlight until a meter and a half tall, and to prov-ide humidity tton,oJ. palms ii q temperqte climate. I(e should be
and amedium acid soil of good drainage withhigh leveis of calcium and exploringareas of SouthernArgentina, (Jruguay andthe
potassium. And, for any would-be Ciroryton growers in Florida, Ian's !ol"1yr,,ate areas of Australia and South Africa. Not
cultivation tip bears mention: "... treat them like poultry and hose them off iust taking p_ictures of palms, but taking soil samples,
on very hot days.". checking pH levels, describing surrounding /lora, ond

et2e: pautcraft, responding to an observation by rhe Member From l;f#rr:T":;T:'ir":;:;:,'"i"::ffi;;tr';;$,:!;,T,";"
Deland of the regeneration of a Cycas circinnalis from a mulch pile, said hod ,o*" no*" O"po, soil+esting kits and we discov_that such experiences are not particularly unusual and cited the emergenc e ered that in soil samples taken from Guatopo NationolofaMicrocycasfromthegroundattheMontgomeryFoundationfollowing Forlest and io1on;o1 Tovar, potassium was the onlya lightning strike and plant removal. He also mentioned instances oi 

"t"*"lnt-to-r"Sirirr. 
In an artiile written recently aboutregeneration from cycad tissue in the genera Encephalartas and Stangeria. Mexico and f,iccotlvinax, the researcher was trying to

l0l9: Hans Vissers of the Free University of Amsterdam advised of the determine why one palm grew in a particular area and
publication of the 600 page Palm Seedsmen & Growers Worldwide Direc- not in another. Hefoundfrom taking soil samples where
tory, a compendium of particulars of 7000 growers of palms, cycads, and there were high levels of potassium, the palms grew and
other plants (such as ferns, pandans, etc.). Inquiries (for purchase or viceversa."
inclusion in future editions) should be directed to the publishir, Jean Luc ,,$ounds insigltful Do you thinf that the election of paul Craft,Pennickx publications, Rue Van Hasselt 41, 8-1030 Brussels, Belgium. Ilartin Cibbons anO otler directors fion tenperate clinates couldPrice is 215 Guilden (call Doug Keene for current exchange rates;, which ,rr, ,rio ionoeotiaf cadre of loar6 rnemleis resulting in moreincludes postage and handling attention to growing palms in temperate climates?,,

10/13: Carlo Morici requested donations of Ceroxylon seed for the Bob: ..1 think they wilt be a valuable addition andPalmetum - Castillo de San Juan (Canary Islands). It is hoped that tn"iririyitriti'r"f"animportantcontribution. Butatlocations on the North Coast of Tengrife, glevation 4 - 500 meters, will th" ,o,i"'ii*",'-i", ,, not /brget the invaluable work thatprove suitable' has been done by John Dransfield, Natalie uhl and a1 of
10/16: A question as to whiclr. species of palms in addition to Kentia the others in the IPS. "

and Spindle tolerate the low light of indoor cultivation elicited a response ,,lt's 
been enornously educational Thank you for the interview.,,from Dave Besst, who concurred with the use of Howeaforsteriaiabut 

""0,1*'*r"lcome.,, I
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A A/ew Zeanand TrannP
by Elizabeth Stryiewski

:;; 
- 

:;;;- ;;
around a hot cuP of
coffee that we had

brought with us. It

Figure 2: Seed stalks with riPening

seed

'N###*':1"1#ffi lll?#tilfi J#:T*'i,5'ff t!ii:;:"*#"J::
air in our B&B was bririllw;;;i rrr"l"Ji"irris rain-forest region glimmering in the

ontheWestCoastofNewz.uruna.southislandyesterday,aftergrayness.Aswepro-
landing in Christchur;;; th" E"st' The road on the way here ceeded up the moun-

i."u..i a a mountain o ^' .''u' *t *{:ft*3; ",lttffJ3; 1;}.-.il"1".1i1il

". 
"::'* 

*rt*.::'};": # ;1"#t"*n"'l:i:
\ \ ;;;' ;;;td in snow for ouslv absent' 'while

Jvew lcotond \ \ f;i,1',y; 
rHi:..,"""rT:'.'Jj h:T,],1-"l:,il:

J ) tl'ittt' t"t" *ithout the uduun- "tramper"' an 80 year

Paparoa ( ) "*"'ti"ow-making- T- :Ji T::i :|:'^,nf,'"a
it;ffi; ^ \ f tljntt' rrtit region *it ttt- this trail every dav'

;''#;"'-.- t\V tainly far too cild !9 suppot 1' ,Yltl -T".':\'":

*'.tutituo.asHalifax,NovaSco]seemedunlikely.H..'::1..,9)'u..-uu.xamong

any type of palm' We iaved Zealanders we had

our last hopes that we might met' he was very

Christchurch .*.rg. inii u *ot" tropiial friendly and stopped

r.gion as we descendea ly -g.Pt[* i:i :11:
the pass and approached the awhile' He had often

45 
"""ti, 

i", with ihe island hav- noticed the conspicu-

ing about the width of the state ous.lack :f thi:.p,1tl

,n *X"rn hemisphere, the tr Xil|1,oT;;['Tffiil"'l "iin; 
higher artitudes as well and told us that he thought that the

45th parallel runs through 
-New 

cbange in 
"rimal 

u.*r.n the altitude 
"was probably keeping this local favorite off the upper

Zealand,s South rsland. rrii, t, tt'. centrral region and the coast reaches of the mouniutn uT t"tu-t* tllrl"iliiriltJl;Ii

iiuin.t'"Nont'ernhemisphere.B&Binthetown-ofHokitikalI..."n".,".beauties.
on the Tasman t.u, *_"-1111 

1, iri.", r,ua- u.en

orthe isrand and this .n,,,,,"","*lJlo"l,lffiffiT:,"t"il:l F,ru'n [::il;
;i,ftrili:ffi;:::tutffi 

y"im:JT'.r: #'':^'i;:I F*rt,;:fJt*P4urrJ ltrv

therewereinfactforestsofpalmsinanationalp":\'ju:'.:-,1."lIE."'$GlJ".i.'''itislikely
north.Theyadmittedtt'ougt'inuttheyknewliTl"'ofl.h,'3l:^'-El[^rc..ln#;;';..'hotcentral
;;il;.h"';erefoundtr,e.Eana^welistenedp:'',.lI:*^pj^.l?::il'ffii-nf..il*."SummerS
ourselvesforviewingperhapsforestsofpandanous.Certainly."lreG'=l.,.'i.in.,.treesand
walkthoughthewoods*ouroberefreshing**:j:l9:il'll.i"""prevented
morningtothePaparoaNationalForestjustnorthofGraymoIl;ll'ffiftombecom.
onthewaytherealongthecoast'highway'y"':"'ch,^igITr..::lfll.il;.;localfavorite
whatwastocome.Tooursurpriseanddelight,wecould'.:n::l}.i'.?.-aswell.Al-
onlyindividualsscatteredau9ythehills,q":.:ll1T:::::'j.::lFii'"i'nwewilltry
il1li'id;"e"'ilv identined as Rhopatostv.:'t::,::!,':::::l l'*J""''*u^ have toP4urrr.
it'.i,"nu,u.t"risticfeatherdusterappear*''"q1.::^':::::1':|.l;,.perhapsthese
wastw"hadseenthispalmonlyo1cebefore,.:i:]::'l1f:|'jll,$l.;i"1.'forestsare
sunoi"go,asmallinoividualinaplanternexttoao"*+]*:.:^']lffiffil.i;;.;'restrictedto
't'u'l"o1uia"alwasinterestingatthetime,-:h:i-:f''1|t"fflryF;;;;;.o.rateraini*p,.*i""rWefoundttreentraicetoPaparoaNi':l.1lP:"',i::1|Fil;.;;;'':;."';;
p.J"."a"aupapathalongthePororariRiver]h:.il':-b::::i:lwl.;;;;o I --'aforestortiresewonderful,statelypalms(Figurt^,1]^ll"tl9Tr'll-,^.,--l.saadsrorkswirhrinenins Ji r
rain as we "tramped" up the path, lending to the atmosphere of a

true rain forest. this is a very cold tolerant tree as we were very
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at the lowfufauritia nnexwosa...

(Continuedfrompage 6)

experiment with this massive American palrn (which in photos

without scale much resembles the Florida Cabbage Palm), I am

further emboldened to try the species a "little" farther from the

tropics, and have a much better idea on how to plant. In addition

to the desirability of moist ground (ideally, a site that floods),

Richard explained that the species grows in acidic soils (perhaps a

factor in failures
of the species in
Dade County
plantings) - he
prefers a medium
of red clay but
also uses Cana-
dian peat for pot
culture, and

i$ keeps the pots in
trays containing
several inches of
water. While
Florida winters of
the 1990's have
(mercifully) not
provided the
co ld-hardiness
challenge of sev-

eral of those of
the previous
decade, it is en-

couraging that
there have been
no losses due to
cold during the
years of Richard's
experience, and I
anticipate a return

Figure 5: M. flexuosa at fuchard's n a 25 ffiv.isit during . a

llon bucket deep under water. drier month; in-
deed,avisitlrec-

ommend to all for there are other species that he has experimented

with, successfully and otherwise, "in the wet", including
Cryosophila staurocantha (formerly C. argentea), native Royals

(doing very well), and, incredibly, two specimens of a Mauritiella
species which he reports were planted around the time of the 1989

freeze. He says that these are growing more slowly than Mauritia
but as they have commenced suckering are (at very least) expected

to survive future freezes by virtue of the caespitose habit. While
the nursery specializes in native plants, the conception ofnative is

expanded to include Caribbean region sp. (i.e., Colpothrinax
wrightii - Mauritia itself extends to Trinidad), and there would be

much to recommend this unique location as a venue for a future
winter (when it is usually much drier) meeting for the chapter.

As a footnote to this article on cultivating Mauritia, the
comments of Eduardo Zea, a Colombian studying the species for

his thesis, are of interest. He was not surprised
germination rate be-
cause his field trials
resulted in less than
three percent germi-
nation (but he empha-
sized that seed is ex-
ceptionally plentiful
and that experiments
on germination tech-
nioues would prove '

helptul). In his opin-
ion sunlight and humidity are critical factors in germination,

adding that seed may lose viability quickly (some feeling that they

should be sown within 10 days of dropping). Seedlings sprout in

open areas thatare wet, as with poorly-drained savannas, and there

may be a chemical process resulting from decay of the mesocarp

in reaction to the soil that is causal to germination. Finally,
Eduardo wrote that his study indicates the palm to have a life span

of as much as 85 years, adding that the species is beautiful" Amen
I

Fttttttt*Ftt'F
Oc'0oben N4[eeting at Leu Gardlens.""

(C ontinued.from page I )
and over the genus showed its adaptation to the condttions in
which it could survive and the ranges of sizes that have evolved in
response. You do wonder how many of the related species have

the genes that might convey a bit of tolerance to the winter cold
that the "Queens" experience here in Central Florida.

After Larry's talk and talk-back, a buffet lunch was provided
by "Puff 'n Stuff' Catering. Although the lunch was very good, the
group hustled through it to get on with the event of the day. "The
Annual Fall Palm and

',.and'there would be
mach to reeommend this 

I

unique location as o
venue for a future winter
meeting for the chapter...

Cycad Auction".
Thanks to all for shar-
ing their palms con-
tributed for sale and
thanks to all of our
eager customers who
scooped up almost
everything available. Only a few small seedlings were returned to
the nursery and the total plant sales netted the treasury a cool
$747.s0.

After the sale, a tour of the "revitalized" Leu Garden palm
collection was proudly led by Eric Schmidt who has been instru-
mental in its restoration.

Thanks to Dave Witt, CFPACS vice president for Central
Florida, for putting all ofthese various activities together for our
enjoyment. Dave hopes to make a return visit by our chapter an

annual affair.

'...totut plant sales netted
the'treasury a cool 

tii8747.s0.* i

l4
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December

6th: Saturdayl// CFPACS meeting at the

home of Doris Smith in the morning
and at Frank Rodasta's in the after-
noon. See details at right.

lf you have events you would like
to let other CFPACS members

know about, please submit them to
the Palm Review.

Eq\qEqq\qqqqEqqEsR"q
5 Safurday, December 6, 1997 
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R CFPACS lileetr'ng ft
@- Davfona Beaclt and New &
ft' ^ rt---L &
R Smyrna Beach &d., G
(rr'. day will bgein a1 .m S

RilrTYJfTj'riff:i{, dfl-ril $\i"*a.a';;;-"*;;if!\il | $
\l,rlT,'Ti'g) li: flrLL E $
K;'it'l';-*i1*iiH?l;T lI E sqil;"ril;; il;;; u 1l | &

Seed Distrihution [Ipda te
by illike Dahme

@eedbank activity for the past qilo months might be termed

Dmoderate, with seed of 15 species being available. Four of
these, Acrocomia aculeata, Syaqrus oleracea, Phoenix roebelenii

clustering form (reference cover article in Principes 38:4 (Oct.

'94)), and Coccothrinm litoralis (per Palms of the Americas this

Cuban littoral species is a form of C. argentata) were a donation by

Geri and Dave Prall and have so far (seed of the Phoenlx and

Coccothrinm are still available, requested donation of 15 cents)

netted the chapter almost $100.

Among other donors were Jerry Hooper, Neil Yorio, Mark
Wuschke (this Melbourne, Australia member displayed notable

persistence in contributing a dozen Wodyetia seed, the first ship-

ment being returned to him for "insufficient documentation") and

Alan Ingalls, who set a quantrty record for 2,402 seed (cleaned!) of
Dypsis leptocheilos, a cultivated variant of D. lasteliana. Alan
purchased the field-grown plant just prior to a chapter meeting at his

house in February '95 and apparently has been hammering it with
groWh hormones for it is now of impressive size. Bernie Peterson's

latest hybrid seed creations, using Syagrus picrophylla as the seed-

bearing parent and pollen from Butia capitata in one instance and

his Butia/jubqea cross in another, again netted tl"re chapter in excess

of $100 in income.

Finally, we are expecting to receive a donation from Central
America of seed of Colpothrinax cookii (probably of the

Guatemalan form), which I believe may be a "first" as I cannot

recall seeing seed or plants of this species being available before.

Anyone interested should call me a1407-724-8417. r

{ beacn. n number of palms originally planted by Dent are Q
q'stitt thriving. &
6-'fror I-95: Take the Port Orange (Dunlawton) exit head- ft
tuo ing east. Continue on Dunlawton a few miles taking the g
\hieh-rise bridee to the beach side. At the bottom of the)
&U.i"iag", take a left (nonh) at the first light onto S. Penin-R

{ suh Dr. Doris' residence is #2514. &
&"^ &€i\ eN

K- S""onO Garden Visit: Home of Frank Radosta (begins &
@ when tour of Doris' garden is complete). Frank has been a ft
g"CFPACS member since its founding about 14 years ago.gp

$ t. was the first bulletin editor and has been tu"".tJn t I
\ with a number of interesting palms. Please bring your E{s

{ tunctr (soda will be provided) and lawn chairs if you have ft
ft^'them. There is a Hardee's on the southwest corner of US I ft
g\and Dunlawton Ave. for those who would like to buy a3
\ lunch to bring. You will pass right by it on your way from )
Koo.ir' to Frink's. ComL and enjoy the patms and tne&

\ company of fellow CFPACS members. &
R&
@ lirections: Head south on S. Peninsula Dr. until you &
fr-'reach Dunlawton Ave. Tum right (west) and go over the @
a*\ high-rise bridge. Turn left (south) on US I . You will see a g
$Hatdee's if you are interested in stopping to pick up aH
K lunch. Head south on US I a few miles. You will pass the N
ft" Spruce Creek Bridges (3 in succession). About I mile ft
;po after that turn right (west) on Conrad St. There is a g
) CitcofHandy Way on the corner. Head west on Conrad for I
\ 3/4 mile and turn right (north) onto Nordmann. When you ru
( reach Willard, turn left (west). Two more blocks and you ft
6" will reach Sunset Dr. Take a left (south). Frank's home is ft
*\at 2858 Sunset Drive. There is a long driveway that*i
\orobablv could accommodate 8 - l0 cars. You can also\
Kpurn acioss the street by the vacant lot. &qqqq\qqqEqqqqq\qe
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(Continuedfrom page 3)

last meeting of this year, I hope to see everyone there. Finally

I would like to thank everyone for their support' Being

president has not always been easy, but all in all it has been a

pl.utu.. being your president this year. I think we have

accomplished a lot in just one year. We have had more

meetings and produced more newsletters than we have had in

a long time. We have distributed thousands of seeds to

colleciors all over the U.S.. We have also supported botanical

gardens here in Florida with plants, seeds, and money' We

ilso have increased our membership by almost 100 new

members since last year. The Central Florida Palm and

Cycad Society strives to promote the propagation and conser-

vation of paims and cycads, and to educate people on all

subjects p.ttuining to palms and cycads in every way possi-

Ute. Wittr your added support, I hope that 1998 will be an

even better year for us.

Secretary - NancY Hall

October 5, lggT BOARD MEETING MINUTES

President Tom Broome called the meeting to order at

9:20AM. The minutes and the treasurer's report were ap-

proved as appeared in the newsletter.
. The bylaws were distributed in their final form.
. The advertising policy was discussed. For now no

change. e

NEW BUSINESS:
John Stryjewski distributed the latest membership

list. He discussed the possibility of reducing the

number of Pqlm Review issues put out each year

from 6 to 4 and suggested using postcards to keep

members informed of meeting dates. John also

asked about obtaining software to maintain history

on members. He will look into it'
Ed Hall reported on the Leu Gardens Show to be held

March 29, & 20, 1998. He moved that we partici-

pate. The motion was seconded by Tom Broome

and passed. Dave Witt volunteered to be in
charge.

Ed hall suggested that we have a late winter meeting in

Miami.
Mike Dahme reported that plans were in the works for

a combined meeting with Palm Beach in March.

Back issues of Principes were discussed.

Mike Dahme motioned that we send the Montgomery

Foundation S10.00 to cover the postage for the

seeds they sent us. The motion was seconded and

passed.

Tom Broome motioned that we send the Montgomery

Foundation and additional $150.00. The motion

was seconded and Passed.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00AM.
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Central Florida Palm and Cycad Society Membership Application and Membership Renewal Form

Name: Street: County:

Phone: city, state, ZIP Code: Country:

Membership is 510.00 for alt U.S. addresses (including Puerto Rico) and $15.00 for all foreign addresses. For renewing members, your

dues slatus appears bilow your name gn the address label ofthis issue. For example, "Paid through '97" indicates thst your dues for 1998

are daewhile "Paid through '98" and "Lifetime Member" indicate that dues are not rcquired Make check payable in US$' to "CFPACS"

Send the above informalion CFPACS Treasurer

andfee (if applicable) to: 1810 Huron Trail
Maitland, FL3275l

How did you find out about us?

INTERNATIONAL PALM SOCIEry MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

"DIRECT AIRMAIL DELIVERY? Member dues at above rates include airlift delivery, where available. Direct airmail service is also available to all

non-USA destinations for an extra fee of US$20 per year. Please indicate by a check here [ ] if you wish this optional servi@ for faster delivery to

be added to your subscription charges. lNote that the "airlift" delivery to most non-USA addresses is included in dues and is faster than surfae
mail, but slowor than Direct Airmail l

(3 yrs total). Notice: Foreign checks must be in US$ payable on US bank. Credit card orders my be sent by fax to (913)-843-1274.

(e-mail
(postal code,country) (membership Category)_

(us$) Card Number_ Expiration date_/_

Regufar:ilU$A :: ,:'

Rlgutar :ali otfrei countries*:::::].
FamilY rr: ,,

commeriial 
, 

::,

Fiiend

US$30.O0 Per Year

u5*eq,oo,-;it"ar:::,,:...

US$lO.OO.peiyear:: :]:, :

US$4O:OO tea:Year

US$40:00.$99:00 Per Year

Supporling

iiir" :

Benefactor

Ltbraries - usa

Libiiries ::AIl other countries!

Us$l 00.00:$499.00 per year

Us$5bo:oo, one time fee

.Us$rsoo oo, ono time fee

US$s5 OO pei year

uS$35.00 p", y"u,

checlddraft MasterCard Visa Card Holder's Signature_

(telephone)-
(fax)

Amount paid
Circle one:
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Paid Througftr'97
1250 tsee tane
Genevao FT- 32732
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